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SMU infidelity 
study a top sex 
story of 2009 

science A study led by a 
Saint Mary’s University 
professor has been named 
one of the most provoca¬ 
tive sex science stories of 
2009 by the science 
website LiveScience.com. 

The study, led by 
psychology professor 
Maiyann Fisher, looked in¬ 
to how men and women 
would feel if they cheated 
on their partner. 

The research concluded 
that men feel guiltier fol¬ 
lowing sexual infidelity, 
while women feel guiltier 
after an emotional trans¬ 
gression. Fisher and her 
team had hypothe sized 
the opposite, metro Halifax 




Trends of 
the decade 




Halifax Regional Police were at the scene of a shooting yesterday afternoon at Bayers Park Apartments in west-end Halifax. 

Shot man won’t talk 

Police say victim not helping investigation into west-end attack 


A/D 

PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucher@inetronews.ca 


A 23-year-old man who ap¬ 
parently suffered a 
gunshot wound to the face 
in an afternoon shooting 
in west-end Halifax yester¬ 
day isn’t co-operating with 
police. 

Halifax Regional Police 
spokesman Const. Brian 
Palmeter said they were 
called to the Petro Canada 
on Bayers Road at 1:32 
p.m. after the victim went 
inside the store and told 


staff he had been shot. 

Police believe the actual 
shooting took place min¬ 
utes earlier at the Bayers 
Park Apartments behind 
the gas station at 6969 Bay¬ 
ers Rd. 

Palmeter said the victim 
suffered an “apparent sin¬ 
gle gunshot wound” in the 
common area inside the 
multi-level complex. 

“We definitely don’t be¬ 
lieve this is a random inci¬ 
dent,” Palmeter said, 
adding the victim is 
known to them. “We do 
believe the victim knows 


his assailant and he’s not 
co-operating with police at 
this time.” 

Palmeter would only say 
the victim’s injuries were 
non-life threatening. 

But Fairview resident 
Brian Clark told Metro as 
he was walking up Bayers 
Road to the Halifax Shop¬ 
ping Centre, he saw a man 
with a cut on his face walk¬ 
ing in the opposite direc¬ 
tion towards the gas sta¬ 
tion. 

“When I looked at him I 
thought it was just a cut on 
the side of his face. He 


must have gotten winged 
or something (by the bul¬ 
let),” Clark said, adding 
blood was coming down 
his shirt. 

At the apartment build¬ 
ing, several officers and po¬ 
lice dogs were in the back 
looking for evidence. They 
could also be seen speak¬ 
ing to several residents. 

One resident, who 
wouldn’t give his name, 
told Metro he heard 
through other tenants that 
a man was seen running 
from the building after the 
shooting. 


Mayor ready 
for another 
dive into 
city's harbour 

MONIQUE MUISE 

monique.muise@metronews.ca 


Mayor Peter Kelly says 
he’ll be diving back into 
Halifax harbour this sum¬ 
mer — and he wants you 
to join him. 

“I’d invite all your read¬ 
ers, and anyone else who 
wishes, to get back in with 
me,” Kelly told Metro Hali¬ 
fax yesterday. 

Raw sewage has been 
flowing into the harbour 
since January, when 
HRM’s main sewage treat¬ 
ment facili¬ 
ty was dam¬ 
aged in a 
flood. The 
facility is 
scheduled 
to be back 
up and run¬ 
ning by 
May, along 
with two 
others in 
Dartmouth and Herring 
Cove, and Kelly predicted 
by mid-summer, “the har¬ 
bour will be cleaner than 
it has ever been.” 

The mayor’s last dip in 
August 2008 was widely 
publicized. Just one week 
later, however, the same 
beach was closed down 
due to elevated levels of fe¬ 
cal coliform. “I think (an¬ 
other swim) will certainly 
lead the way in terms of 
accepting the harbour as 
swimmable and able to be 
used for recreational pur¬ 
poses,” he said. 



Mayor Peter 
Kelly 
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CHRISTMAS - 
WEEK 
SPECIALS! *.■ 



p lobster or seafood overnight | 
to family, friends or clients! 


'pai&erttuia ‘Tttan&et: Siinyiny you 2.uality, Senvice, *Vaniety and %/alue <Uvtce 194%. 


Fresh Seabright Smoked 
Mackerel Fillets 

6.99lb 


Fresh Whole Atlantic 
Salmon (Utility Grade) 

2.491b (6ib+> 


Fresh Standard 
Malpeque Oysters 


8.99box (Approx. 24/box) 8.991b (2-3lb Avg.) 


Live Jumbo 
Dungeness Crab 


Shrimp Peeled & Deveined 
(Frozen) (Raw) 

! 7.491b 21/25 ct 1 5.991b 31/40 ct 


SUPER LIVE LOBSTER SPECIALS (2 CLAW) | 

Commercial Grade 

Jumbos (4lb+) Marketsize (1 -1,51b Avg) 

4.491b | 4.991b 

Choice Grade 
(1 -1.5lb Avg) 

5.991b 

#1 Quality 

Hardshells (1-21b Avg) 

Premium Grade 0,491b 


Fresh Chowder Mix 

K QQIh (Scallops, Haddock, 
0,33111 Salmon & Shrimp) 


Gift Certificates 
and Party Trays 
Avaiable! 


Frozen Lobstermeat 

Claw & Knuckle Tail/Claw/Knuckle 

(11.3oz tub) (10.5oz Vac Pack) 

13.49ea I 19.99ea 


Fisherman's Market 607 Bedford Hwy. 443-3474 • HOLIDAY HOURS: Today 9-6, Christmas Eve 9-5, Christmas Day Closed, Boxing Day 9-5 
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Now is a 
great time 
to get your 
Toyota. 


0 % 2000120 

financing on in seasonal cash day no payment 

2010 Corolla savings on financing 

and Matrix' selected models" on all models’ 


Toyota leasing options available. 

Leasing is a great way to get into the Toyota of your choice. 

Ask your Toyota Dealer about competitive rates and flexible terms. 



See your local Toyota Dealer today. I ® toyota 

I make things better 


* Limited time purchase financing offer provided through Toyota Financial Services on approved credit on new retail sales of qualifying models. Representative finance example based upon $20,000 
financed at 0% APR equals $555.56 per month for 36 months. $0 down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $20,000. Taxes, freight 
and PDI of $1320, license, insurance, registration and applicable duties, levies and fees are extra. Dealer may sell for less. ** The up to $2000 customer incentive offer is valid on retail delivery of 
select new unregistered Toyota vehicles, when purchased or leased from a Canadian Toyota dealership. Vehicle must be purchased/leased, registered and delivered by January 4, 2010. Quantities 
of certain vehicles are limited and dealer trade may be required. Dealer trade availability may also be limited and will vary by model.Offer ends January 4,2010.5ee your Toyota Dealer to determine if 
tax applies before or after the application of the offer in your jurisdiction, t Make No Payments for 120 Days when you purchase finance a new unregistered Toyota vehicle through Toyota Financial 
Services. Offer applies on approved credit to retail customers who purchase and take delivery by January 4, 2010. The first monthly payment will be deferred for 90 days (until the 120th day of the 
contract] and finance contracts will be extended accordingly. Interest charges will not accrue during the first 90 days of the contract. After 90 days, interest starts to accrue and the purchaser 
will repay principal and interest over the term of the contract. */**/+ Offers subject to change/cancellation without notice. 5ee your participating Toyota dealer or visit www.toyota.ca for details. 


toyota.ca 
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Free bridge travel on Dec. 25 

Halifax Harbour Bridges is once again getting into the holiday spirit by 
announcing that on Friday — Christmas Day — travel on both the 
MacDonald and MacKay bridges will be free for all vehicles. The cost to 
travel across each bridge is normally 75 cents. “Providing free travel on 
the bridges Christmas Day is a tradition that began in 1983” HHB CEO 
Steve Snider said in a release. metro Halifax 
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Scan this barcode for more Local 
news on your smartphone. 
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the instructions at the top of this page 


Charged cop 
allowed to 
leave city 
for holidays 

court A Halifax Regional 
Police officer charged with 
extortion will be allowed 
to leave the city for Christ¬ 
mas. 

Const. Jeffrey Buchanan, 
29, has been confined to 
his Dartmouth home on 
$15,000 bail after he was 
arrested earlier this 
month. Court documents 
claim he tried to extort 
$5,100 from a convicted 
drug dealer while on duty. 

Buchanan made a brief 
appearance in Halifax 
provincial court yesterday 
to ask for a variance on his 
bail so he could visit his fa¬ 
ther’s house in Sydney for 
the holidays. Both the 
Crown lawyer and judge 
consented to the variance. 

Buchanan will be 
allowed to go to Sydney 
from Dec. 21 to Jan. 5. 

Buchanan has been sus¬ 
pended from his duties 
but is eligible to receive 
pay for at least 60 days. 

METRO HALIFAX 
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WHAT’S ONLINE TODAY 


Video For Canadian troops 
in Afghanistan, it's the small¬ 
est acts of kindness 



that make the biggest differ¬ 
ence at metronews.ca/canada 
Blogs Backbeat suggests 
giving the gift of vinyl this 
year and SpinDoctor 
wonders how 


Tories are so 
good at brand 
management, yet 
so awful at public 
relations 


“It’s come a long way since (the flood). 
This event wasn’t planned for, but 
unfortunately, it happened.” 

Mayor Peter Kelly 


A mild odour of chemical 
cleaner now permeates 
the Halifax wastewater- 
treatment facility, wafting 
up from a cavernous “wet 
well” that descends deep 
beneath Upper Water 
Street. 

Eleven months after a 
massive flood filled the en¬ 
tire well with wastewater 
and raw sewage, the walls 
have been scrubbed down, 
the equipment replaced, 
and some major modifica¬ 
tions made to ensure it 
doesn’t happen again. 

Mayor Peter Kelly took a 
tour of the facility yester¬ 
day, and said he is confi¬ 
dent it will be running at 
full capacity by late April 
or early May. 

“It’s come a long way 
since (the flood),” he said. 
“This event wasn’t 
planned for, but unfortu¬ 
nately, it happened.” 

What exactly happened 
on the night of Jan. 14 has 
been poured over ad nau¬ 
seam by municipal offi¬ 
cials and forensic teams, 
who concluded that a pow¬ 
er outage was ultimately 
to blame for the catastro¬ 
phe. 

During the outage, two 
generators were supposed 
to activate, keeping the 
plant running. But one of 
them overloaded and then 
quickly shut down to pro¬ 
tect itself, stopping the fa¬ 
cility’s five main pumps 
and allowing wastewater 
to pour in. 

Plant manager Rory 


MacNeil explained the two 
generators have now been 
linked, and will automati¬ 
cally balance their power 
outputs so neither will 
short out. Electrical equip¬ 
ment that controlled the 
pumps was also moved up 
and out of reach of possi¬ 


ble flood waters. 

“Even if there is water in 
the main well ... those 
pumps will continue to be 
able to pump water up and 
out,” MacNeil said. 

The cleanup came at an 
estimated cost of $11 mil¬ 
lion, most of which was 


covered by insurance. A 
still-unlcnown amount will 
be covered by the munici¬ 
pality, Kelly admitted. 

Halifax Water general 
manager Carl Yates said 
HRM’s two other treat¬ 
ment plants have been 
modified based on lessons 
learned from the flood, 
and he’s confident the 
changes will prevent simi¬ 
lar disasters from happen¬ 
ing in the future. 

“It won’t happen again,” 
he said. “Not the way it did 
before.” 


Male injured in 
vehicle collision 

roads A male was 
transported to hospital 
with undetermined 
injuries yesterday 
morning after slippery 
roads caused a two-vehicle 
collision on Smith Road 
near Amherst. 

Amherst and Parrsboro 
RCMP, Northern Corridor 
Traffic Services and EHS 
responded to the call at 
7:57 a.m. 

RCMP were also 
dispatched to two separate 
accidents after both vehi¬ 
cles slid off the Trans 
Canada Highway in icy 
conditions. All occupants 
escaped injuries. 

AMHERST DAILY NEWS 


Committee still recommends minimum-wage hike 


PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucherg metronews.ca 


decision A provincial re¬ 
view committee is continu¬ 
ing to recommend the gov¬ 
ernment proceed with 
plans to increase the mini¬ 
mum wage at two different 
points in 2010. 

In 2008, Nova Scotia’s 
minimum wage review 
committee developed a 
three-year minimum-wage 
increase schedule calling 
for a hike from $8.60 to 
$9.20 per hour on April 1, 
followed by a second in- 


Past increases 

If both minimum wage in¬ 
creases go through, they'll 
follow a 6.5 per cent hike on 
May 1, 2008 — to $8.10 per 
hour — and a 6.2 per cent 
increase last April 1. 


crease to $9.65 on Oct. 1. 

A government release is¬ 
sued yesterday said the 
committee has reviewed 
that decision and is recom¬ 
mending to the province 
that it moves forward with 
it. 


The decision was based 
on several factors, the re¬ 
lease said, including eco¬ 
nomic conditions, labour 
trends and the changing 
value of minimum wage. 

The government hasn’t 
made a final decision on 
whether to accept the rec¬ 
ommendations, but must 
do so within 60 days. Mari¬ 
lyn More, minister of 
labour and workforce de¬ 
velopment, is asking for 
the public’s input on the 
issue through Jan 22. 

The committee’s report 
is available online at 
gov.ns.ca/lwd. 


One group campaigning 
against both minimum- 
wage increases is the Cana¬ 
dian Federation of Inde¬ 
pendent Business. It is call¬ 
ing on the province to ex¬ 
tend when the increases 
would take place by at 
least a year. 

“About half our mem¬ 
bers do support increasing 
the minimum wage, but 
they believe it’s too quick,” 
said CFIB spokesman 
Bradley George. “I mean, 
there will be a 27 per cent 
increase in two years if we 
follow the current sched¬ 
ule.” 
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Home sales up 
8.6% in province 

property The Nova Scotia 
housing market appears to 
be in recovery mode as fall 
statistics show sales were 
up almost 10 per cent 
from last year’s down year. 

Housing sales through 
the MLS system were up 
8.6 per cent provincewide 
between September and 
November, according to 
the Nova Scotia 
Association of Realtors 

The Halifax Regional 
Municipality led the way 
with 1,191 sales, up 19 per 
cent over last year. The 
northern mainland region 
— which includes parts of 
Cumberland, Colchester 
and Pictou counties — had 
the worst outcome with 
326 sales, down nine per 
cent from last year. 

Listings were down 8.2 
per cent overall. 

The total value of homes 
sold through MLS was 
$474.2 million, up almost 
15 per cent over last year. 

METRO HALIFAX 


Sewage plant sees progress 

Generators linked to prevent future shortouts, floods 


MONIQUE MUISE 

monique.muise(a metronews.ca 


Mayor Peter Kelly tours the Halifax wastewater-treatment plant yesterday. The plant should be op¬ 
erating at full capacity again by the end of April or beginning of May. 
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Cape Breton youth dead after two-vehicle collision 

An 18-year-old from Donkin is dead after a two-vehicle collision on the Donkin highway on Monday. The young Cape Breton man was the lone 
occupant of one of the cars. The lone occupant of the other car — a woman in her 40s — suffered non-life-threatening injuries, cape breton post 


Public funds make Games trip 

$13,320 spent on Olympic tickets to court investment for N.S. 



NSBI president and CEO Stephen Lund speaks at a press 
conference in this file photo from earlier this year. Lund is one of 
five Nova Scotia Business Inc. staff who will be going to next year’s 
Vancouver Olympics on the taxpayer’s dime. 


VANCOUVER 

2010 Games 


/£D 

PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


Most won't get to see the 
men's Olympic gold medal 
hockey final in person 
next year, but you will be 
chipping in for some Nova 
Scotia business leaders to 
see it. 

Nova Scotia Business Inc. 
executives are heading to 
Vancouver and have 
bought tickets for several 
Olympic events to host 
businesses and court in¬ 
vestment to the province. 

The publicly funded 
agency has spent $13,320 
on tickets. This includes 
six seats at the men’s gold 
medal hockey game 
($4,200 total), four tickets 
for the opening cere¬ 
monies ($4,400), six tickets 
for the closing ceremonies 
($4,400) and four tickets to 
another men’s hockey 
game ($320). 

“We’re looking at which 
events most prospective 
clients would like to at¬ 


tend,” said NSBI spokes¬ 
woman Sarah Levy. 

“For us this is a real 
business opportunity. 
This is what we do ... Our 


job is to be proactive. 
Most provinces, if not all 
provinces, will be at the 
games doing the same 
thing.” 


Levy said the Olympics 
are a unique chance to talk 
to businesses from around 
the world. 

The $13,320 figure does 
not include airfare and ac¬ 
commodations, which are 
yet to be determined. NSBI 
will also cover accommo¬ 
dations, but not airfare, for 
clients such as Lockheed 
Martin, so they can travel 
to the Games to share their 
experiences about setting 
up shop in the province. 

“They actually end up be¬ 
ing some of our best sales¬ 
people,” Levy said. “If we 
can bring a company, some¬ 
one who is here on the 
ground, to talk about the 
benefits of doing business 
in Nova Scotia their en¬ 
dorsement is the best kind.” 

The team is targeting 
businesses from three key 
sectors — defence and aero¬ 
space; IT; and financial serv¬ 
ices. 

The five-member delega¬ 
tion includes NSBI presi¬ 
dent and CEO Stephen 
Lund, vice-president of mar¬ 
keting and communica¬ 
tions lisa Bugden, and Mark 
James, director of defence, 
security and aerospace. 


Premier defends 4-day 
excursion to Vancouver 


Nova Scotia’s NDP premier 
is going to the Vancouver 
Olympics and will accept a 
pass to all locations from or¬ 
ganizers, even though his 
party sharply criticized his 
Conservative predecessor 
for his plan to receive VIP 
passes at the Games. 

Premier Darrell Dexter 
said yesterday he’s 
decided to go to the 
Games for four days 
to attend a Nova Sco¬ 
tia Day ceremony, 
and to participate in 
receptions that will 
showcase his 

province. 

He said he will 
have an “access pass” for 
himself and two officials 
from his office, but he 
couldn’t explain what the 
pass entitled him to. No 
other politicians will go, 
Dexter said, and he won’t 
sit and watch sports events. 

“There are not free tickets 
available ... what there are, 
are some venue passes that 
are available but they aren’t 
tickets,” he said. 

Dexter said he knows he 
will attend receptions, but 
he doesn’t know the 
specifics of his schedule. 

“I’m not intending to do 


anything other than to go to 
support the event... I think 
it’s really important that 
people understand we’re go¬ 
ing to support money that 
we have already spent.” 

The province, which is 
committing $2.8 million to 
the Games, is projecting a 
$525-million deficit this 
year. 

Liberal Leader 
Stephen McNeil said 
he doesn’t object to 
the premier being in 
Vancouver to repre¬ 
sent the province, 
but said it’s another 
example of the NDP 
taking one position 
in opposition and then re¬ 
versing course in office. 
“Now that he’s in govern¬ 
ment he has a different set 
of rules for himself,” he said. 

When it looked in Febru¬ 
ary like Tory premier Rod¬ 
ney MacDonald was going 
to attend the Games, Gra¬ 
ham Steele — who was 
then the NDP’s finance crit¬ 
ic — said “the premier has 
got his priorities upside 
down.” Steele, who is now 
finance minister, also said 
MacDonald should pick up 
the tab for the tickets. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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orderof E Mental Healt h Foundation of Nova Scotia $ ! 10,000 
Ten Thousand-XX dollars 
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Shown left to right: Patrick O’Regan, Mary Lou Crowley, Mental Health Foundation of Nova Scotia, Janice Flemming - O’Regan’s 10,000th customer of 2009, and Sean O’Regan. 

O’Regan’s celebrates 10K with $10,000 donation. 

The 10K mark has been achieved. O’Regan’s just delivered their 
10,000th vehicle of the year, a 2010 Chevy Equinox. To celebrate, 

O’Regan’s is pleased to present a $10,000 donation to the Mental 
Health Foundation of Nova Scotia. O’Regan’s Automotive would like 
to thank all their customers who helped in achieving this milestone, 
including Janice Flemming, the lucky owner of the Equinox. 

Best wishes this holiday season and a happy 2010. - - * 
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Income 
fund buys 
Bluewave 
Energy 

petroleum Alberta-based 
Parkland Income Fund has 
agreed to buy a Dartmouth 
company that distributes 
petroleum products in 
many parts of Canada for 
$214 million. 

The Red Deer, Alta.-based 
income fund says its 
purchase of Bluewave Ener¬ 
gy Limited Partnership will 
make Parkland the largest 
independent petroleum dis¬ 
tributor in Canada. 

After the Bluewave pur¬ 
chase, Parkland will have a 
presence in all provinces 
except Newfoundland. 

Bluewave is the largest 
branded distributor of Shell 
fuels in Canada. It delivers 
furnace oil, diesel fuel, 
gasoline and related prod¬ 
ucts to homes and business¬ 
es and operates in seven 
provinces. 

Parkland currently runs 
retail and wholesale fuels 
and convenience store busi¬ 
nesses at about 612 
locations across Canada un¬ 
der the names Fas Gas Plus, 
Fas Gas, Race Trac Fuels and 
Short Stop Food Stores. 

Parkland also operates 
the Bowden refinery near 
Red Deer, Alta., as a storage 
and contract-processing 

site. THE CANADIAN PRESS 




































Bell 





The largest. 

Do more in more places on Canada’s 
largest high-speed mobile network. 1 


B The fastest. 

Our super fast phones and Turbo Sticks 
let you upload, download, browse the 
Web and run all your apps on the fastest 
network available in Canada. 1 

The most reliable. 

You can always count on Bell to keep 
you connected on the most reliable 
high-speed network with the fewest 
dropped calls and clearest reception. 1 

Global coverage. 

From Toronto to Tel Aviv, New York to 
New Delhi and just about everywhere 
in between. With coverage in over 200 
countries, the world is yours. 




SIM cards. 

Unlock your phone’s full potential 
on Canada’s best high-speed mobile 
network with a Bell SIM card. 2 



The best brands. 

Get the newest and most exciting 
devices from leading brands including 
BlackBerry®, Nokia, Samsung and 
many others. 


The New Network. 

Being with Bell just got better. 



Available at the following 
Bell Aliant stores: 


HALIFAX 

209 Chain Lake Dr. 
902 450-1552 


5475 SpringG ardenR d. 
902 422-9220 


Halifax Shopping Centre 
( Lower Level ) 

902 457-5722 


Halifax Shopping Centre 
( Upper Level ) 

902 455-0424 


Maritime C entre 
902 425-1343 


ScotiaS quare 
902 429-1844 


West End Mall 
902 455-5541 


Available with compatible devices within coverage areas available from Bell and its international partners' coverage areas where technology permits. May not be available in all locations. Other conditions apply. (1) Based on: (a] fastest network, according to tests of average upload and download speeds using HSPA devices, in large Canadian urban centres, 
(b) largest network, based on total square kms of coverage, and (c) most reliable network based on tests for dropped calls and call clarity in large Canadian urban centres using HSPA devices: all on the shared HSPA/HSPA+ network available from Bell, vs. Rogers HSPA/HSPA+ network in Sept, 2009. Speed may vary due to topography, environmental conditions, 
device type and other factors. HSPA/HSPA+ not available in all areas. Bell.ca/network. ( 2 ) Devices must be unlocked except when purchased from Bell and must be UMTS/HSPA compatible on bands 850 MHz & 1900 MHz frequencies. Excludes devices operating on Bell's or other carrier's CDMA networks. Some services (e.g. some e911 services) may not be 
available. You must ensure the HSPA device is compatible with plan/features chosen with Bell SIM card. Charges for some services may vary by device. Unlocking your device may void manufacturer's warranty and Bell may not provide a replacement warranty. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion® and related trademarks, names and logos are the property 
of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Nokia is a registered trademark of Nokia Corporation. 
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New record set for Operation Red Nose 

Operation Red Nose 2009 has set a new record for both rides completed and total donations. The volunteer holiday ride service wrapped up last weekend 
with final numbers showing 518 vehicles transporting 1,295 passengers with $8,870.81 being raised for Safe Grad programs in HRM. metro Halifax 


Pre-trial set for parents 
in baby death case 



Jane Gomes leaves a courtroom at Halifax provincial court in this 
photo from earlier this month. Gomes and her partner, Ashiqur 
Rahman, are charged with aggravated assault in the death of 
their infant daughter. 


MONIQUE MUISE 
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A pre-trial date has been 
set in the case of a young 
Halifax couple accused of 
seriously injuring their in¬ 
fant daughter. 

Ashiqur Rahman and 
Jane Gomes 
will return 
to Halifax 
Provincial 
Court Jan. 

20 to set a 
firm date 
for what 
will likely 
be a five-day 
trial, a judge 
ruled yester¬ 
day. For now, a tentative 
trial date has been set for 
April 19. 

The couple, originally 
from Bangladesh and stay¬ 
ing in Canada on student 
visas, are charged with ag¬ 
gravated assault in connec¬ 
tion with the death of their 
seven-weelc-old daughter, 
Aurora Breakthough. The 
child was admitted to the 


IWK Health Sciences Centre 
with serious injuries on July 
23 after her parents called 
911 from their apartment 
on Gottingen Street. She 
died four days later, but an 
official cause of death has 
not been released. 

Crown prosecutor 

Denise Smith reiterated 
yesterday the charges 
against the couple could 
change once a medical ex¬ 
aminer’s report has been 
filed in the case. That re¬ 
port is expected early in 
the new year, Smith told 
the judge. 

If the charges are upgrad¬ 
ed, the couple will most 
likely be tried separately. 

Gomes and Rahman are 
forbidden from having any 
contact with one another, 
and were brought to the 
courthouse in separate ve¬ 
hicles. They sat on the de¬ 
fendant’s bench flanked by 
five sheriffs, and appeared 
relaxed as they listened to 
the exchanges between 
their lawyers and the judge. 

Both have been in cus¬ 
tody since July 25, and have 


once again been remanded 
to the Burnside jail to await 
their next court appear¬ 
ance. On that date, Gomes 


is scheduled to again have 
a bail hearing. It was held 
over for a second time yes¬ 
terday. 



Ashiqur 

Rahman 


Cops investigating 
three robberies 


PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucher(a metronews.ca 


Halifax Regional Police are 
on the lookout for several 
suspects after a rash of rob¬ 
beries took place late Mon¬ 
day, including one where a 
worker in a hospital park¬ 
ing booth was threatened 
by someone who claimed to 
have a knife. 

Police say the knife inci¬ 
dent took place at 10:15 
p.m. in the parking booth at 
the Victoria General at 1278 
South Park St. in Halifax. 
Police say a white man 
knocked on the door, forced 
his way inside, threatened 
he had a knife and demand¬ 
ed the cash till be open. Po¬ 
lice say the suspect then 
took all the bills and fled 
the scene with an undis¬ 


closed amount of money. 
The suspect is described as 
six-foot, between 190 and 
200 pounds, with dark 
clothing and white sneak¬ 
ers. 

About 90 minutes later, 
police say another robbery 
took place as a man walk¬ 
ing on Evans Avenue in 
Fairview was approached 
and assaulted by three sus¬ 
pects. He had his cellphone 
stolen. 

The other alleged robbery 
took place at 5:45 p.m. as a 
man was walking down 
Dublin Street in Halifax. Po¬ 
lice say the victim was ap¬ 
proached by two black 
males who demanded his 
iPod and threatened to 
harm him if he called any¬ 
one. The victim wasn’t in¬ 
jured and police say the sus¬ 
pects left the area. 


News in brief 


ACCIDENT Marine Atlantic is 
consulting with Transport 
Canada and other authorities 
after the ferry MV Atlantic Vi¬ 
sion struck a dock yesterday. In 
a news release, Marine Atlantic 
indicated as the vessel made 
its final approach to the dock, 


winds suddenly increased to 42 
knots, and the vessel struck the 
fendering system on the dock. 
The impact resulted in a punc¬ 
ture to the stern about 15 feet 
above the water line. Repairs 
will take place as soon as possi¬ 
ble. CAPE BRETON POST 
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" $100 gift ^9 




Samsung Slyde 
- $150 Sale price 

$A 


LG KEYBO 
- $150 Sale price 

$A 


Samsung Intensity™ 
$175 Sale price 


Koodo 

■ mobile™ 


* 25 , 


Walmart 


^feller* 


Koodo 


Halifax Shopping Centre 
Mic Mac Mall 
Sunnyside Mall 


(1) See store for details. Bonus gift available with new activations only. While quantities last. (2) Subject to approved credit. 








































2 DAYS LEFT 

UNTIL CHRISTMAS 

YORKDALE, FAIRVIEW, BRAMALEA, MISSISSAUGA OPEN 8AM - 1AM 
ALL OTHER STORES OPEN 8AM - 11PM 



$1499 

All women’s packaged 
PJ’s by LA LINGERIE® 

Reg. $39 

$2499 

Men’s packaged PJ’s by 

NAUTICA & IZOD 

Reg. $39-$55 

50 % OFF 

All men’s and women’s 
robes & sleepwear 

Off our regular prices. 

Excludes Josie by Natori, Juicy Couture, 
packaged PJ's & Calvin Klein. 



$ 127 " 

TASSIMO Hot beverage 
System with water filtration 

Save $72 Reg. $199.99 




GIVE THEM WHAT THEY WANT 

WITH A BAY GIFT CARD! 


15% OFF 

All coffee makers, coffee grinders 
& espresso/cappucino makers 

Excludes Paderno, Saeco 
and new lower price items. 


40 % OFF 

All mens LEVI’S 501, 505, 

550 & 516 denim jeans 


25 % OFF 

All men’s & women’s watches 
including designer 


driOn ' n Beauty Savings 

T) I / V J With any $50 COSMETICS or FRAGRANCES purchase 
I (before taxes) 

That’s 

CM * each month for 

>$) I w Oil a whole year! 

On now until Thursday December 24th 

*Valid on a minimum $50 purchase (before taxes) in Cosmetics or Fragrances. 



On now until Thursday December 24th 



Shop early. Don’t be disappointed. No rain checks & no price adjustments. Offers available while quantities last. Selection will vary by store. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. See in-store for details. 
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Halifax farmers’ market gets agriculture funding 

Agriculture Minister John MacDonell announced yesterday $430,984 in funding to help local food direct marketers. Included among the four markets receiving 
funds is the Farmers' Market of Nova Scotia Co-operative in Halifax. The other markets are located in Berwick, Tatamagouche and Wolfville. metro Halifax 


Top cop says drug court could work in Cape Breton 


The Cape Breton Regional 
Municipality could make a 
strong argument for 
becoming home to a pilot 
drug court in Nova Scotia, 
police Chief Myles Burke 
says. 

Burlce raised the issue 
with the Cape Breton Post 


about trends in drug abuse 
in the region. 

“I think if you look at the 
numbers, you look at the 
volume of charges going 
through the courts, the 
drug-related crime, drug-re¬ 
lated activity, it all comes 
down to available resources 


and it would be great to see 
the courts have other op¬ 
tions for treatment and pro¬ 
grams available,” he said. 

Burke said people seem to 
like hearing about enforce¬ 
ment efforts and seeing po¬ 
lice execute search warrants 
as they tackle drug activity, 


which he noted is an impor¬ 
tant part of the fight. But he 
added there needs to be a 
balanced approach and pre¬ 
vention, education and 
treatment need to be consid¬ 
ered. 

In August, the province 
set up a special court in 


Dartmouth to divert some 
of the province’s mentally 
ill people away from the 
criminal justice system and 
into treatment programs. 
The person being tried 
must either admit to the 
crime before appearing in 
the mental health court or 


have been found guilty in a 
regular court and then re¬ 
ferred. 

Burke said a drug court 
could operate in much the 
same way. Drug courts have 
been established in other 
parts of the country. 

CAPE BRETON POST 



RBC Royal Bank® 




TORCH RELAY 
RELAISPIFLAMME 

Vancouver 2010 


This isn’t the time to get 
just any mortgage. 

It’s time to get the right one. 


BEST RATE OFFERS 

RBC Homeline Plan* 

5 Year Variable Rate Closed 1 2.25% 
Line of Credit 2 2.75% 


Now is the time to consult an RBC® Mortgage Specialist. RBC advice can help you 
take advantage of current interest rates, through an RBC Homeline Plan: a flexible 
mortgage that’s part fixed - for peace-of-mind - and part variable - so you can 
benefit from today’s low rates. And we can recommend one of the best priced lines 
of credit available in the market today. To take advantage of our advice, and our rates, 
talk to an RBC Mortgage Specialist today. Visit a branch or rbc.com/mortgageadvice 



™2009, VANOC. All Rights Reserved. Personal lending products and residential mortgages are offered by Royal Bank of Canada and are subject to standard lending criteria. Some conditions apply. * Rates shown are Royal Bank of Canada’s best rates based on current 
promotions offered to the general public. Offer may be changed, withdrawn or extended at any time without notice. Not available in combination with any other rate discounts, offers or promotions. 1 Interest rate for the variable rate closed mortgage is our prime rate. The 
interest rate will change as our prime rate changes. APR 2.29%. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is based on a $100,000 mortgage for the term indicated and assumes certain cost of borrowing charges (for example, appraisal charges). If there are no cost of borrowing 
charges, APR and annual interest rate will be the same. 2. Interest rate for the line of credit is based upon Royal Bank of Canada’s prime rate, plus 0.5%. Prime rate as of October 19, 2009 is 2.25% and will change as our prime rate changes and without notice. ©Registered 
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TM1 Trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. 






















SONY DSC-W180 10.1 MEGA PIXEL 
3X OPTICAL ZOOM DIGITAL CAMERA 


LLOYD’S 7” PORTABLE DVD PLAYER 

+ Environmental Handling or 
Disposal Fee where applicable 


VTECH CORDLESS PHONE 
•DECT 6.0 

• Caller ID 

• Interference Free 


SONY 4GB MEMORY STICK 
PRO DUO-29.99 


MONOPOLY 

CITY BOARD GAME 


PRINCESS STORYTELLER 

ALARM CLOCK, CARS or PRINCESS 
JEWELLRY BOOM BOX 


SESAME STREET 

TICKLE HANDS ELMO 


EQUIP 44 KEY PIANO 
with LCD SCREEN 


DELUXE 


m* it? 


Hockey Night in 

Canada DVD Game 


20 QUESTIONS 

GAME CHANGES COLOUR! 


BARBIE FAB GIRL 


SCENE IT? 

TWILIGHT DVD GAME 


GIFTS MADE EASY™ 

EASY ON YOUR BUDGET AND EASY TO GET TO 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23 & THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 f 


THE SWEETEST GIFTS 


working late? shop even later. 

From holiday cards and last minute gifts to wrapping paper and ribbon, 
most of our stores are open late with everything you need to finish your list. 

Most Stores OPEN Late & Christmas Day n 
Visit shoppersdrugmart.ca to find a store nearest you. 


DRUG MART 


^hile Quantities Last. No Rainchecks. 

Prices are in effect Wednesday December 23 & Thursday, December 24,2009 only. While quantities last. No Rainchecks. *0ur Regular Price. 


LINDT Boxed Chocolates 
168g Selected Types 


LIFE BRAND 

HAZELNUT BALLS (200g), BELGIAN 
FINGERS (300g) or SEASHELLS (250g) 


Iff PHILIPS 


MEN’S Interchangeable Watch Set 


PHILIPS or BRAUN SHAVERS or TRIMMERS 
Selected Types 


FRAGRANCE SAMPLER and CERTIFICATE 

FOR HIM or HER Includes a Fragrance 
Gift Certificate valued at up to $85 for 
a bottle of your favourite scent - plus 10 
FREE samples to help you choose! 

While Quantities Last. No Rainchecks 


CALG0N BATH or 

Selected Types QUO MASTER BRUSH SET 


AVEEN0 Energizer 
Holiday Pack 


DELECT0MILK, DARK ASSORTED 

Boxed Chocolate (370g) or 

LINDT LIND0R CHOCOLATE Bag 

(150g) Selected Types 


ESCAPE, ETERNITY MOMENT, 
CONTRADICTION EAU DEPARFUM 
(50mL), MACKIE, SWISS ARMY CLASSIC 
(lOOmL), CONTRADICTION (50mL) 

EAU DE TOILETTE, PERRY ELLIS 360 
LADIES, MEN (3 Pc) or OSCAR (2 Pc) SET 
While Quantities Last. No Rainchecks 


LIFE BRAND Gourmet 
Jelly Beans 900g 


Wvv 


OH WHAT FUN $£* 


SONY 5 MEGA PIXEL 
MOBILE HD SNAP CAMERA 
HD While Quantities Last. No 
Rainchecks. 
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Man convicted in RCMP officer's death planning appeal 

The man found guilty of first-degree murder in the shooting death of a Hay River, N.W.T., RCMP officer has launched an appeal. Jurors last month in Yellowknife convicted Emrah Bulatci, 
25, in the killing of Const. Christopher Worden in October 2007. Bulatci received the mandatory sentence of life in prison with no chance of parole for at least 25 years, the Canadian press 


Canada 



Missing teen might be in Lafleur video 

Quebec police have released a clip of a recent television interview with hockey great Guy 
Lafleur, in the hopes of cracking a missing teen case. In the 11 -second clip, a teenager 
bearing a strong resemblance to missing Quebecer David Fortin appears in the 
background. The Lafleur interview was recorded at Montreal’s Bell Centre in early Decem¬ 
ber. Fortin, 15 , disappeared last February after leaving his Alma, Que., home for school. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Court rules for 
new libel defence 

Factual errors 


Kandahar Early Christmas for troops 



Master Warrant Officer Charlotte Hawes serves Christmas dinner at the Canadian military-civilian 
outreach base in Kandahar, Afghanistan, yesterday. Soldiers, many sporting Santa hats or 
reindeer horns, enjoy some holiday fun and food. 


Boycott does not stop 
detainee meeting 


The Supreme Court of 
Canada offered journalists 
and bloggers a new 
defence against libel yes¬ 
terday in a pair of rulings 
that were hailed as a land¬ 
mark victory for free 
speech. 

The rulings effectively 
exonerated the Toronto 
Star and Ottawa Citizen 
newspapers and created 
the new “responsible jour¬ 
nalism” defence that will 
give reporters more leeway 
to pursue controversial sto¬ 
ries as long as they are 
deemed to be in the public 
interest. 

Media lawyers hailed the 
creation of the new de¬ 
fence as a major step to¬ 
wards reducing so-called li- 


• The rulings mean journalists 
can make factual errors, but as 
long as they take a series of 
steps to ensure fairness in sto- 


bel chill, which prompts 
journalists to back away 
from contentious stories 
for fear of being sued, of¬ 
ten by powerful interests 
with deep pockets to pay 
their lawyers. 

The rulings also saved 
the two newspapers from 
paying out more than $1.5 
million in damages, in¬ 
cluding $1 million for 
punitive damages against 
the Star, one of the largest 


ries that are deemed to be in 
the public interest, they can¬ 
not be successfully sued for li¬ 
bel. 


such awards in Canadian 
libel history. 

The Star story in ques¬ 
tion was about controver¬ 
sial plans for a golf course, 
while the Citizen’s articles 
scrutinized the activities of 
a former police officer. 

Chief Justice Beverly 
McLachlin, writing for the 
unanimous 9-0 court, said 
the existing libel defences 
were too restrictive. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


AFGHANISTAN A House of 
Commons committee 
looking into the Afghan 
detainee controversy is go¬ 
ing ahead with a meeting 
today despite a boycott by 
Conservative MPs. 

Liberal, NDP and Bloc 
Quebecois MPs on the spe¬ 
cial committee on 
Afghanistan decided to 
hold an informal meeting 
after they failed to achieve 
quorum. 

They are hearing from 
retired diplomat Gar Pardy 
and Paul Champ, lawyer 
for the B.C. Civil Liberties 
Association. 

Pardy recently organized 
a letter from more than 
100 former ambassadors 
criticizing the Harper gov¬ 
ernment for attacking the 
credibility of diplomat 
Richard Colvin, who says 


CANCER Ottawa wants to 
know what you think about 
its unusual proposal to put 
a cancer-fighting drug into 
junk food. 

Health Canada is inviting 
public comments until Feb¬ 
ruary 21 on its idea to have 
small amounts of the en¬ 
zyme asparaginase put into 
foods like potato chips and 
french fries. 

On its website, Health 
Canada says its scientists 
have finished a detailed 
safety assessment on the 


Opposition 

• New Democrat MP Paul 
Dewar said the Tories 
would rather “slurp eggnog 
and eat bon bons” than get 
to the bottom of this issue. 

he warned the govern¬ 
ment in 2006 about tor¬ 
ture. 

The committee is look¬ 
ing into whether the gov¬ 
ernment knew prior to 
2007 that detainees being 
handed over by Canadian 
troops to Afghan authori¬ 
ties were being abused. 

The government insists 
it never knew of any abuse 
before 2007, when it 
changed the prisoner 
transfer agreement to al¬ 
low for monitoring. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


enzyme and haven’t found 
any health or safety con¬ 
cerns. At issue is the chemi¬ 
cal acrylamide, which is 
found as a cooking byprod¬ 
uct in the production of 
foods like french fries and 
potato chips and has been 
linked to cancer in 
animals. Research suggests 
asparaginase reduces acry¬ 
lamide production. 

Health Canada notes the 
enzyme is used in the U.S., 
Australia, New Zealand, and 
Denmark, the Canadian press 


Embassy 
lacking in 
beer options 

Washington Canada has a 
reputation for producing a 
wide variety of excellent 
beers, but tipplers visiting 
the Canadian Embassy had 
just three choices of brews 
recently — Molson Canadi¬ 
an, Alexander Keith’s Ale 
or Blue Light. 

According to documents 
obtained through Freedom 
of Information legislation, 
the gleaming embassy on 
iconic Pennsylvania 
Avenue offers up a long list 
of Canadian wines to visi¬ 
tors, among them pinot 
noirs, merlots, 
Gewurztraminers and ries- 
lings from an array of vine¬ 
yards across the country. 

Pity the poor Canadian 
beer drinker, however — 
as of Oct. 31 of this year, 
only those three basic 
brews were available. 

As craft breweries and 
brew pubs take off in Cana¬ 
da, one Canadian beer ex¬ 
pert says it’s a shame the 
embassy isn’t doing a bet¬ 
ter job introducing Ameri¬ 
cans to some quality suds 
brewed north of the 49th 
parallel. the Canadian press 


m.metns^iews.ca 



Though the heady days of '00’ years 
are gone, the lens-unfriendly ‘1’ hasn’t 
hurt the New Year's novelty specs mar¬ 
ket. Scan this barcode for the story. 



It may be a winter wonderland outside, 
but our hearts are filled with warmth 
as we reminisce about the wonderful year 
we’ve had serving all of you. 





POWER STROKE 


Save 15% 

on the purchase of any 
diesel parts or service 
with this coupon. 

Valid until Jan 31,2010 


CHEBUCKPFORD 434-7700 


RHONE TOLL FREE 1-877-438-3406 


219 Main Street, Dartmouth • www.chebuctoford.com 


Feds consider drugs in junk food 









































Great Gifts for Her 


YOUR GIFT 


YOUR 


CALVIN KLEIN 

Receive this black tote bag as 
your gift with any purchase of 
$60 or more (before taxes) 
from the Calvin Klein women’s 
fragrance collection. 

Fragrances shown: $69 to $102 


SEX0AL 

WOMEN’S COLLECTION 

Receive a Sexual 3-pce. 
Miniature Parfum gift box 
as your gift with any Sexual 
Women’s fragrance collection 
purchase of $85 or more 
(before taxes). 

Set includes: 

SexGal Secret Parfum, 10 mL 
SexGal Femme Parfum, 10 mL 
SexGal Classic Parfum, 10 mL 

(Value $125) 

Fragrance shown: $85 

ONLY AT 

THE BAY 


ESTEE LAUDER 

Get this great gift with any Estee Lauder 
fragrance purchase of $60 or more 
(before taxes). 

For your purchase may we suggest: 

Estee Lauder Sensuous, $37.50 to $84 
Estee Lauder pleasures, $37.50 to $84 
Beautiful, $37.50 to $99 




$120 in beauty savings 

With any $50 COSMETICS or FRAGRANCE purchase (before taxes). 


That’s 


$10 off 


each month for a whole year! 


^Redeemable on a minimum $50 purchase (before taxes) in Cosmetics or Fragrances. 

Only 2 days left! On now until Thursday, December 24th 



the 
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BOXING DAY 

PRICES ON NOW 

New gift ideas. Every day. All holiday season long. 
Dec. 23 Open 8 a.m. Dec. 24 Open 7 a.m. 


SH^SlG 
DAYS LEFT! 



Plus, 

Today only! 

Wed., Dec. 23 

35 % off 


*AII reg.-priced national brand watches 

Choose from Casio®, Timex®, Caravelle® by Bulova, 

Seiko® brands & more 

Plus, until Jan. 1 

25 % off 

All reg.-priced Lands' End fashions & accessories 

Where available. 

Offer ends Fri., Jan. 1,2010 (where open) 


d|A Searsxa Specials 

We r re open online Christmas Day! 


Visit us again on Boxing Day 
when the deals are different 
but the savings continue! 


"These savings offers exclude items with prices ending in .97 & .88, gold wedding bands and currently advertised items. 

NE124G509 © 2009. Sears Canada Inc. 


Quebec 
backpedals 
on power deal 

Charest says agreement to buy 
NB Power still up for negotiation 


The Quebec government 
was suddenly singing a 
more conciliatory tune 
over its planned purchase 
of New Brunswick’s power 
utility, suggesting yester¬ 
day the deal was still open 
for negotiation. 

Just one day after Que¬ 
bec’s natural resources 
minister suggested the 
purchase of NB Power was 
a done deal and would not 
be changed, both she and 
Premier Jean Charest were 
saying the exact opposite. 

“There are discussions,” 
Charest told TVA network. 

“There could be im¬ 
provements. It could hap¬ 
pen.” 

For her part, Natural Re¬ 
sources Minister Nathalie 
Normandeau had a strik¬ 
ingly different message 
from the one she delivered 
24 hours earlier. 

She now says an agree- 
ment-in-principle was 
signed on Oct. 29, and that 
negotiations are continu¬ 
ing as New Brunswick Pre¬ 
mier Shawn Graham 
brings forward the con¬ 
cerns of critics who aren't 
yet sold on the deal. 

“It’s in this spirit of 
openness that our discus¬ 
sions continue with New 
Brunswick,” Normandeau 
said in an interview. 

“There’s an important 
nuance to make between 
renegotiating an agree- 
ment-in-principle and 
making adjustments.” 

The sale is a hot potato 
for the New Brunswick 
government, which has 
come under intense politi¬ 
cal fire over its plan to sell 
NB Power's assets to Hy¬ 
dro-Quebec for about $4.8 


“There could be 
improvements. It 
could happen.” 

Jean Charest, 
Quebec premier 


billion. 

Critics have slammed 
the government for selling 
off key assets. Neighbour¬ 
ing provinces and states 
have also expressed con¬ 
cern, arguing that it will 
create a quasi-monopoly 
for Hydro Quebec in the 
Atlantic region. 

The Opposition Conser¬ 
vatives in New Brunswick 
have also complained that 
the details are not being 
properly shared with the 
public. 

The government has de¬ 
fended the sale by saying 
the money will help the 
province make invest¬ 
ments in areas, like educa¬ 
tion, that will lead to a 
more prosperous future 
for New Brunswick. 

It has also sought to fend 
off much of the criticism 
by saying final details are 
still being worked out. 

Normandeau’s sugges¬ 
tion Monday that negotia¬ 
tions were finished raised 
some eyebrows in New 
Brunswick. A spokesman 
for Graham said she clear¬ 
ly made a mistake and, as a 
result, the New Brunswick 
government would not 
comment. 

Normandeau said the ul¬ 
timate goal it to reach a 
mutually beneficial deal 
that’s a “win-win” for 
everybody. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


PM does not rule 
out carbon tax 


politics Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper is not rul¬ 
ing out a carbon tax for 
Canada sometime in the 
future. 

Harper was asked point 
blank in a year-end inter¬ 
view with CTV News 
whether Canadians will 
ever see such a tax. He re¬ 
sponded simply that he 
hopes not to go down that 
road. He said the govern¬ 
ment will have to see what 
the U.S. decides to do so it 
can be part of a harmo¬ 


nized North American cli¬ 
mate-change plan. 

Harper and his Conserva¬ 
tives hammered former 
Liberal Leader Stephane 
Dion for making a carbon 
tax the centrepiece of his 
environmental plan during 
the last election. 

Such tax proposals are 
generally applied to fossil 
fuel consumption to help 
encourage industiy and 
the public to change their 
behaviour. 


THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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CHEVROLET / 



CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

$14289 


f 

Freight not included 


$ 1,850 


5^ 


c?> 


0R 

^ OWN 


IT! 


INCLUDES $1000 a HOLIDAY BONUS 


$99 

BI-WEEKLY 


wSSSSSSSSSSSS 

payment and 
purchase financing 
for 84 months 


2010 CHEVROLET 
COBALT LS 


INCLUDES: 

• 2.2L Ecotec 155 hp Engine 

• CD Player with MP3 Playback & iPod 
Audio Input Jack 

• Driver Information Center 

• Automatic Headlamps 

• Variable Intermittent Wipers 

• Plus More! 


UNWRAPb 

EVEN MORE!- 


DON’T PAY FIRST 

PAYMENTS! 


WINTER 

TIRES! 2 


OR STEP UP TO THE 

2010 COBALT LT 


$ 15,909 

CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


t 

Freight not 
included 



INCLUDES $ 1000 J HOLIDAY BONUS 


OR 

OWN 

IT! 



BI-WEEKLY 

with $0 down payment 
and purchase financing 
for 84 months 


COMPARE, AND YOU WILL KNOW 



2010 CHEVROLET 

COBALT LT 

1 2010 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 

LSEDAN 

2010 HONDA CIVIC 

DX SEDAN 

CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

$15,909** 

$15,849** 

$15,990** 

HEAD CURTAIN SIDE IMPACT AIRBAGS 

Standard 

Not Available 

Standard 

AIR CONDITIONING 

Standard 

Optional 

Optional 

16" ALUMINUM WHEELS 

Standard 

15" Steel 

15" Steel 

REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY 

Standard 

Not Available 

Not Available 

POWER DOOR LOCKS 

Standard 

Standard 

Not Available 

HP/TORQUE 

155/150 

138/136 

140/128 

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 

5-year/160,000 km 

| 5-y ear/100,000 km 

5-year/100,000 km 


With More than *2,000** in additional features than Hyundai or Honda 


M Value of additional features based on dealer pricing. Vehicle comparison is based on 2010 Cobalt LT 
(1AL69/1AL37 ISA), 2010 Elantra L Sedan (D4T) and 2010 Civic DX Sedan (FA1529EX). ** Vehicle specification 
and purchase price according to the information available on the manufacturer's website at time of printing. 




2010 CHEVROLET AVEQs 


(jSp^ 


5.7L/100KM 

7.9L/100KM 


50MPG 


36MPG 


INCLUDES: • Peppy 1.GL 4 Cylinder Engine • CD Player with MP3 Playback & 
iPod® Audio Input jack • Driver’s Seat Height Adjuster • G0/40 Split-Folding 
Rear Seat • Plus More! 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


$ 12,149 $85 


Freight not included 


OR OWN IT! 


with $0 down 
payment and 
purchase financing 
for 84 months 


BI-WEEKLY 


★★★★★ FIVE-STAR safety rating* INCLUDES $1000 J HOLIDAY BONUS 


OR ASK ABOUT 


PURCHASE FINANCING FOR 36 MONTHS! 


60 DAY SATISFACTION GUARANTEE” 


VISITY0UR LOCAL MARITIME CHEVROLET |LJ| ADITIAilEf"IJCWDni ETTA 
DEALER OR SEE THE FULL LINE-UP AT MAKI I IM tLH C VKULL I.LA 


TOY JOY 



Canada 4? 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 

5 YEARS 

160,000KM* 


POWERTRAIN COMPONENT LIMITED WARRANTY 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 


>T. EXCLUDES MEDIUM-DUTY TR 


EE DEALER FOR LIMITED WARRANTY DETAILS. 



GM pays the first 

^ student ) 2^1 a 

\B0NUS ca ’ ^ payments A 



CHEVROLET 















































metro 


metronews.ca 


Wednesday, December 23,2009 


14 


Dog recovering from H1N1 flu 

Experts say a dog in suburban New York City is the United States' first confirmed to be carrying the same strain of H1N1 flu that is infecting humans. The 13-year-old mixed-breed male is 
recovering. Animals can carry flu viruses, but Dr. Anne Schuchat of the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says “this is not a reason to be concerned." the associated press 



Big Christmas haul in Spain 

Spain's Christmas lottery showered hundreds of thousand of euros in prize money on Madrid 
yesterday. The top prize of the lottery, ranked among the world's richest, went to holders of 
tickets bearing the number 78294, displayed by two lottery workers, left. The number appears 
on 1,950 tickets, and each holder stood to win about $ 430 , 000 . Two immigrant workers from 
the Dominican Republic were among the winners. the associated press 


Teen pleads no contest 
in Facebook sex scam 


Blackmailed into sex 


A Wisconsin teenager 
who blackmailed dozens 
of fellow high school stu¬ 
dents into sex acts by us¬ 
ing photos and videos ob¬ 
tained in a Facebook 
scam faces up to 50 years 
in prison after pleading 
no contest to two felonies 
yesterday. 

Anthony R. Stand, 19, 
had faced 12 charges that 
carried a maximum penal¬ 
ty of nearly 300 years. He 
pleaded no contest to re¬ 
peated sexual assault of 
the same child and third- 
degree sexual assault. In 
exchange, prosecutors dis¬ 
missed charges that includ¬ 
ed second-degree sexual as¬ 
sault, child enticement 
and possession of child 
pornography. 


• The investigation began af¬ 
ter a 16-year-old boy told au¬ 
thorities he was being black¬ 
mailed into acts of oral and 
anal sex with Stand. The boy, 
then 15, had exchanged 
explicit pictures of himself 
online with "Kayla," who later 

Stand was accused of 
posing as a girl online and 
persuading more than 30 
classmates to send him 
naked pictures of them¬ 
selves, then using the im¬ 
ages to blackmail them for 
sex. 

Authorities found more 
than 30 folders on Stand’s 
computer containing 
about 300 nude images of 


threatened to spread his pic¬ 
ture throughout the school 
unless he agreed to the acts 
with Stand. Stand 
photographed those encoun¬ 
ters, giving him fodder for 
further blackmail, detectives 
said. 

other male students at 
New Berlin Eisenhower 
High School. 

Waukesha County dis¬ 
trict attorney Brad Schimel 
said he would recommend 
a “substantial” prison sen¬ 
tence and that he was satis¬ 
fied with the plea agree¬ 
ment because Stand still 
faces up to 50 years. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



ULTRAMAR CORNER STORES 
Opened 24 Hours 
to serve you over the holidays: 


5450 Inglis St, Halifax 
575 Main St, Dartmouth 
280 Lacewood Dr, Halifax 
581 Portland St, Dartmouth 
219 Pleasant St, Dartmouth 
173 Herring Cover Rd, Halifax 


5204 Highway 7, Porters Lake 
640 Windmill Rd, Dartmouth 
10 Highfield Park Dr, Dartmouth 
220 Cobequid Rd, Lower Sackville 
1830 St. Margarets Bay Rd, Timberlea 







Get your COUNTRY STYLE COFFEE 
all through the Holidays at these 
24 Hour locations: 

581 Portland St - Dartmouth 
640 Windmill Road - Dartmouth 

219 Pleasant St - Dartmouth 

220 Cobequid Rd - Lower Sackville 


0 country style 

Over 450 country style Canada wide. 


WORKING TO 
GIVE YOU MORE! 




Italy What is this, Toronto? 


Italian soldiers hold shovels as they walk past the Duomo cathedral in Milan yesterday. Italy has 
sent hundreds of soldiers to the streets of Milan after heavy snowstorms and freezing 
temperatures forced airports to be closed and trains to be halted. About 600 soldiers have begun 
to shovel snow. 


Court orders amputations 


Pakistan A Pakistani court 
has ordered the noses and 
ears of two men cut off after 
they did the same thing to a 
young woman whose fami¬ 
ly spumed one of the men’s 
marriage proposal, a prose¬ 
cutor said yesterday. 

The anti-terrorism court 
in the eastern city of Lahore 
said it was applying Islamic 
law by ordering the punish¬ 
ment. 

Lahore prosecutor 

Chaudhiy Ali Ahmed said 
one of the accused, Sher 
Mohammad, was a cousin 
of the 19-year-old woman 
and wanted to many her. 
Her parents refused his pro¬ 
posal. 

Sher Mohammad and a 
friend, Amanat Moham¬ 
mad, were accused of kid¬ 
napping the woman and 


metn 


Do it daily. 


cutting off her ears and 
nose in September. 

The court on Monday also 
sentenced each man to 50 
years in prison and told 
them to pay fines and com¬ 
pensation to the woman 
amounting to several thou¬ 
sand dollars, the prosecutor 
said. 

Pakistan’s legal system 
has Islamic elements that 
sometimes lead to orders 
for harsh punishments, but 
the sentences are often 
overturned and rarely car¬ 
ried out. Serious crimes are 
often referred to anti-terror¬ 
ism courts in Pakistan be¬ 
cause they move faster. 

Violence against women, 
especially attacks by 
spumed lovers, also occurs 
frequently in Pakistan. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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News in brief 


BRITAIN An English priest is 
giving some unconventional 
holiday advice — shoplifting 
may be OK. Rev. Tim Jones was 
rebuked by fellow clergy and 
shop owners yesterday after 
delivering a Sunday sermon in 
which he said it was 
sometimes acceptable for des¬ 
perate people to shoplift from 
large chain stores. From his 
pulpit at the Church of St. 
Lawrence in York, Jones told 
his congregation that shoplift¬ 
ing can be justified if a person 
in real need is not greedy. The 
remarks sparked a firestorm of 
protest. 

KANSAS A judge says the law 
doesn't allow a so-called “ne¬ 
cessity defence” in the trial of a 
man charged with killing one 
of the United States' few late- 
term abortion providers. The 
ruling was another blow to 
lawyers for Scott Roeder, who 
has confessed to shooting Dr. 
George Tiller in May. 

ARIZONA Officials say a dust 
storm has led to 20 or more 
collisions on Interstate 10 in 
central Arizona, with several 
vehicles catching fire. Authori¬ 
ties say at least one person has 

died. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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With an available couch or great 
restaurant tips a tweet away, 
social networking has changed 
the way we travel. Scan this barcode 
for the full story. 



The Best Halifax has to Offer 

Congratulations to Jim Gauthier- 


this month's winner of a Metro's Koolest Voter 
prize! Jim can pick up his prize pack at the 
Kool FM offices at 3770 Kempt Road! 
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Former mountain biker pleads guilty 

Former U.S. mountain bike world champion Melissa Giove has pleaded guilty 
to helping run a coast-to-coast marijuana smuggling ring, the associated press 
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London Prince samples life as a pauper 



In this image from the homeless charity Centrepoint yesterday, Britain's Prince William and Cen- 
trepoint CEO Seyi Obakin prepare for a night sleeping outside in freezing temperatures in central 
London. The Prince bedded down in a sleeping bag to experience being homeless. 


Details could scuttle 
prisoner swap 


Marathon discussions 


Israel delivered its count¬ 
er-demands yesterday for 
a deal with Hamas to 
exchange about 1,000 
Palestinian prisoners for a 
single Israeli soldier held 
captive by Gaza militants 
for more than three years. 

As families on both sides 
agonized over the outcome, 
last-minute differences over 
who should be freed or sent 
into exile threatened to im¬ 
peril the deal. 

Israel insists on expelling 
some West Bank-bom pris¬ 
oners to the Hamas-mled 
Gaza Strip or abroad and 
balks at releasing some in¬ 
mates high on the Hamas 
wish list, said a senior 
Hamas official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he is not supposed 
to brief reporters. 


• In recent days, marathon dis¬ 
cussions about the swap at 
the top level of Israel's govern¬ 
ment conveyed a sense of ur¬ 
gency. However, more than 
three years of negotiations fol¬ 
lowing the capture of the 
Israeli soldier have been 
shrouded in a fog of disinfor- 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Ehud Barak appeared to be 
trying to temper expecta¬ 
tions when he told a group 
of students that returning 
Sgt. Gilad Schalit was a “top 
priority” — but “not at any 
price,” a reference to Pales¬ 
tinian prisoners convicted 
of bloody attacks. 

The Hamas official said 
that while progress has 


mation and spin, leading to 
repeated false alarms that a 
deal is close. The decision on 
whether to accept what would 
be the biggest swap in years is 
crucial for Hamas, which 
wrested Gaza from Western- 
backed Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas in 2007. 

been made, a deal is not im¬ 
minent. 

A Hamas website, al- 
Risalah, said a German me¬ 
diator would meet later 
with Hamas leaders in Gaza 
who will “take a final and 
conclusive decision on what 
the German mediator 
brings from his visit to the 
occupied territories.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Woman arrested for Obama threat 


Hawaii A woman accused 
of telling the U.S. Secret 
Service she would “blow 
away” Michelle Obama was 
in federal custody yester¬ 
day as the Obama family 
planned to travel to 
Hawaii. 

Kristy Lee Roshia, 35, 
was charged with threaten¬ 
ing a family member of the 
president and assaulting a 
federal agent after being 
arrested Saturday less than 
two miles from where the 
Obama family planned to 
stay during a holiday visit 


later this week. 

Roshia called the Secret 
Service’s Boston office last 
month and told a recep¬ 
tionist, “I will kill Michelle 
Obama,” according to a Se¬ 
cret Service affidavit. 

Roshia has a history of 
leaving rambling messages 
and sending poems, love 
letters and photographs of 
herself to the Secret Serv¬ 
ice, according to the affi¬ 
davit. She was being held 
without bail pending de¬ 
tention hearing. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Parliamentarian 
wants veil ban 

France A French 
parliamentarian said 
yesterday he would file leg¬ 
islation to bar Muslim 
women from wearing veils 
that hide their faces in pub¬ 
lic. Jean-Francois Cope sug¬ 
gested that he would 
submit his bill before the 
panel issues its report. He 
said he wants the veil 
banned not just from pub¬ 
lic buildings but also in the 
streets of France. “We want 
a ban in public areas,” Cope 

said. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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We will beat ALL Competitors Rates... 

Guaranteed! 


If the Country you call is 
not listed, call now and 
we'll beat the rate you 
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Make Long Distance calls to Anywhere 

in the World from your Cell Phone at 
Comwave's GUARANTEED Lowest Rates 

No need to cancel your service provider. 

$10 Free Long Distance for every friend you refer 
No Contracts 


,.1-866-519-8090 

’ COITI wave www.comwave.ca 



yr term where early cancellation fees apply. There Is a 30 day satisfaction period where you may cancel at any lime Unlimited 
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Russia posts record arms sales for post-Soviet era 

The head of a Russian government agency in charge of arms trade has been quoted by news wires saying Russia will set a post-Soviet record in arms sales this year. 
While China has reduced purchases of Russian weapons, other nations, such as Venezuela and Algeria, have become major customers, the associated press 


Chunnel train service resumes 


stranded Eurostar scram¬ 
bled to get tens of thou¬ 
sands of passengers home 
for the holidays as it re¬ 
sumed service of high¬ 
speed trains under the 
English Channel yesterday, 
four days after a service 
shutdown caused by snow. 

The first train pulled out 
of Paris’s Gare du Nord in 
the morning, canying 750 
passengers, many of whom 
had been stranded since the 
rail link between Britain, 
France and Belgium was 
suspended Saturday. 


Cold culprit 

• The breakdown of train 
service in the Channel Tun¬ 
nel Saturday was caused by 
unusually dry, powdery 
snow that got into the train 
engines. 


Hundreds of others wait¬ 
ed in a line stretching 
across the cavernous Paris 
train station, as Eurostar 
staff circulated with trays 
of pastries and coffee. 


The shutdown affected 
40,000 people and left 
French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy indignant. Eu¬ 
rostar offered its “deepest 
apologies,” promised com¬ 
pensation and pledged to 
do its utmost to make sure 
passengers can celebrate 
the holidays with families. 

People who were sup¬ 
posed to travel over the 
weekend were given prior¬ 
ity as about two out of 
three regularly scheduled 
trains began running. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



AT STEELE HYUNDAI 

YOU CAN HAVE ' 
IT ALL THIS YEAR! 

SAVE THOUSANDS ON ANY IN-STOCK 2010 SONATA 
AND MAKE NO PAYMENTS TILL MAY 2010! 


_ * 


BRAND NEW 2010 HYUNDAI SONATA 


STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE 

■ 2.4L DOHC Engine 

■ 4 Wheel Disc Brakes w/ABS 

■ Keyless Entry 

■ Air Conditioning 

■ Power Windows & Locks 

■ AM/FM/XM/CD/MP3 Audio 

■ Heated Mirrors & Seats 

■ Cruise Control & much more 

■ PLUS WE MAKE YOUR PAYMENTS 
UNTIL MAY OF 2010! t 


2010 HYUNDAI SONATA SALE 
PRICE STARTING FROM JUST: 

‘ 17,999 

OR 

133 


/Biweekly** 

TAXES & FREIGHT 
INCLUDED WITH $0 
DOWNPAYMENT! 0AC. 


il'T PAY TILL 
W ON ALL 
STOCK 2010 
INATAS! 


ONLY AT STEELE HYUNDAI! 


Steele 


HYUNDAI 

* Price is plus freight, fees & taxes. * * PAYMENT INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI & TAX WITH $0 DOWN. OAC *We make your payments up to a total of 5300 per month for 4 months including taxes. 


3625 Kempt Road, Halifax • 454-1000 • 1-800-561-4442 
www.steelehyundai.com 



Polish investigators surround one of the suspects in last week's theft of the sign from the entrance 
to Auschwitz. Three suspects were brought to the site yesterday to re-enact the robbery. 


Foreign link cited 
in Auschwitz theft 


Police say crime directed from outside Poland 


A foreigner outside of 
Poland commissioned the 
brazen theft of the 
infamous Auschwitz sign, 
officials said, and 
detectives must expand 
their investigation beyond 
the country’s borders. 

In an effort to learn 
more about the escapade, 
the investigators held an 
re-enactment of the theft 
by the three men who con¬ 
fessed to taking the sign 
from the former Nazi 
death camp at Auschwitz. 

The sign, which hung 
over the entrance to the 
camp, reads “Arbeit macht 
frei,” which means “Work 
sets you free” in German. 

Based on the evidence 
gathered since the theft 
Friday, it appears the 
crime was commissioned 
by a “person living outside 
Poland,” and police are 
seeking help from Interpol 
and others as they investi¬ 
gate, said Artur Wrona, 
Krakow’s chief prosecutor. 


Polish media have re¬ 
ported, without citing any 
sources, that someone in 
Sweden could be under 
suspicion, but Wrona re¬ 
fused to confirm or deny 
the claims. 

In Stockholm, a Swedish 
police official said the 
force had not been con¬ 
tacted about any links. 

Despite the spectre of 
an international link to 
the crime, Wrona said the 
investigation had so far ex¬ 
posed “glaring negligence” 
in the security system at 
the Auschwitz museum, 
which let the burglars act 
“undisturbed.” 

He said they drove to the 
then-closed museum in a 
sports car after dark Thurs¬ 
day but found they needed 
tools to get the sign down. 
They went to a shop and 
bought tools, including a 
spanner, he said. 

When the burglars re¬ 
turned, it was just after 
midnight and there were 


no guards about as they 
unbolted one side of the 
sign and ripped the other 
off the opposite gate post, 
officials said. 

Police said the sign was 
cut into three pieces with a 
saw so it could fit in the 
getaway car. 

Only one camera over¬ 
looks the gate and it re¬ 
mained unclear whether it 
recorded the theft. 

Museum spokesman 
Jaroslaw Mensfelt said that 
for more than 60 years, the 
museum’s security system 
had seemed sufficient, but 
it was now under review. 

Working from tips, po¬ 
lice found the damaged 
pieces of the sign Sunday 
— hidden under snow in 
the woods — and arrested 
five suspects in northern 
Poland. Prosecutors said 
three of the five men have 
confessed to the crime. All 
five face up to 10 years in 
prison if convicted. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Team narrows search for flight 
recorders from Air France jet 


crash French aviation in¬ 
vestigators said yesterday 
they are optimistic about 
finding the black boxes of 
Air France Flight 447 when 
a third phase of the search 
begins in February. 

The plane crashed in the 
Atlantic last June en route 
from Rio to Paris, killing 
all 228 people aboard. 

Jean-Paul Troadec, chief 
of the French Accident In¬ 
vestigation Agency, said an 
international team of ex¬ 
perts will reduce the 
search area for the black 
boxes to 2,500 square kilo¬ 
metres, a fifth the range of 
previous searches. 

That should make it easi¬ 
er to locate the debris from 
the plane, including the 


black box flight recorders. 

“The scientists I have 
spoken to think that we 
have a good chance of find¬ 
ing the remains,” he said 
at a news conference out¬ 
side Paris. 

Lead investigator Alain 
Bouillard said he expects 
to be able to read the data 
stored in the black boxes, 
despite the amount of time 
they have likely rested on 
the ocean floor. 

The plane’s black boxes 
are believed to lie nearly 
7,000 metres underwater. 
The second search for 
them ended in August. So 
far, investigators have lo¬ 
cated around 1,500 pieces 
of plane debris, Bouillard 

said. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Teenaged Dutch 
sailor returns home 

CARIBBEAN JAUNT A Dutch 
teenager who disappeared 
from home and was later 
found on the Caribbean is¬ 
land of St. Maarten is back 
in the Netherlands. Laura 
Deklcer, 14, was banned 
earlier this year by a court 
from attempting to become 
the youngest person to sail 
solo around the world. She 
was interviewed by police 
after her return and turned 
over to child-care authori¬ 
ties. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


News in brief 


SOLSTICE About 700 people, 
including pagans and druids, 
celebrated the winter solstice 
at Stonehenge, in England. 
Yesterday was the year's short¬ 
est day. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
























Take the 

Online Product Tour 
at www.canon.ca 


Canon 


Canon 


For those on your 

'_I' x / 


Ta 


Shot 


SD980/S 


nice list. 


Touch Screen Technology 

made easy and fun! 


Touch Active Screen 
3.0" EasyTouch LCD 
screen offers exceptionally 
intuitive and user-friendly 
fingertip controls. 


Available in 
4 colours: 


Touch Select & Track 
Tap the face you want to 
focus on and the camera 
will track your subject. 


T&werShot SD980 IS $ 399 "* 


12.1 

MEGA 

PIXELS 


F2.8-5.9 


Q 


NEW! ^ 

720p HD movies/ 


Touch Scroll 

Easily flip between images, start a slideshow 
and magnify a portion of a picture. 


Features at your fingertips with a 

Customizable Control Ring. 


The most advanced PowerShot camera. 
It's no surprise the Pros love it! 


Ask about 
genuine Canon 
cases and bags 


$ 529 "* 

High Sensitivity Sensor & F2.0 Lens 


Control Your Camera 
like the Pros: 


10 » A| 


DiGIC | 


raw HS 


Take the 

Online Product Tour 


High Sensitivity Sensor 


Shoot from any Angle 


Grow Your System with Accessories 




Take the 

Online Product Tour 
at www.canon.ca 


M raw HS 

SENSOR 


111 fiMEGA 

I U.U PIXELS 


*Actual prices are determined by individual retailers and may vary. Specifications and availability subject to change without notice. Viewscreens are simulated. 
All products are sold separately unless otherwise indicated. Canon, PowerShot and DiGIC are registered trade-marks of Canon Inc. © 2009 Canon Canada Inc. 


Visit www.canon.ca to find 
a Canon dealer near you! 
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Word on the street: What’s your favourite holiday tradition? 


Jim and the magic ministry 


Flaherty stuck with maintaining financial recovery illusion 


TheWestVi 


you’ve got to feel 
sorry for Jim Fla¬ 
herty, who’s in 
charge of the Min¬ 
istry of Magic 
these days. 

Oops, sorry. That’s the Fi¬ 
nance Ministry. Although 
Flaherty probably wonders 
if Harry Potter would be 
better suited to the job. 

Take the “recovery,” for 
instance. 

If that’s not magic, I don’t 
know what is. Nothing has 
really happened since 2008, 
when we woke up with the 
mother of all hangovers, 
induced by a decade-long 
orgy of spending money we 
haven’t got. 

All at once, half the value 
we assumed was in our 
homes and businesses sim¬ 
ply disappeared. We scur¬ 
ried under our beds and re- 


the first place. So if interest 
rates go up — and up they 
must go if we don’t want 
runaway inflation (bad 
magic) — people who de¬ 
pend on cheap money will 
go down and the “recovery” 
will be over. Flaherty says 
he will make it tougher to 
walk into a mortgage: Re¬ 
quiring an actual cash 
down payment or limiting 
the term of the mortgage. 
What? No more 30-year 
mortgages at two per cent? 

Predictably, some magi¬ 
cians worry Flaherty will 
put a damper on the econo¬ 
my, which, it appears, is fu¬ 
elled 100 per cent by pixie 
dust. So, as you sit by the 
warmth of the fire this holi¬ 
day season, bolstering your 
confidence with a bowl of 
punch, you might spare a 
moment of sympathy for 
Tiny Jim. 

And it’s a good time to 
count our blessings while 
we still can — we’re OK — 
at least until the visit of 
Christmas Yet to Come. 


Paul Sullivan is a Vancouver-based journalist 
and owner of Sullivan Media Consulting; 
vancouverletters@metronews.ca. 


fused to come out. Until 
now — even though noth¬ 
ing has changed. Nonethe¬ 
less, magicians, er, econo¬ 
mists now declare the re¬ 
cession over, thanks to Joe 
Consumer, back spending 
money he hasn’t got. 

I’m not making this up. 
Less than a year after the 
world’s leaders pumped all 
their spare cash into the 
banks to keep the economy 
afloat, we’re watching TV 
commercials featuring 
Daddy buying Sugar a 
brand-new Lexus for 
Christmas, while the En- 
vys look on. 

And Flaherty is stuck 
with maintaining the illu¬ 
sion. He has to be careful. 
If he’s too much like Dad 
ranting about credit 
card bills, he’ll dam¬ 
age “consumer confi¬ 
dence” and we’ll all 
crawl back under 
the bed, ending the 
“recovery.” 

The trance is 
not entire. The 
consumer confi¬ 
dence index is up 


3.7 in December — we’re 
confident in our short-term 
finances and employment 
status, but we’re still cau¬ 
tious about the future. Still, 
we’re 26.2 per cent more 
confident (deluded?) than 
we were at this time last 
year. 

Ever the responsible ma¬ 
gician, Flaherty is trying to 
manage the spell. The 
house of cards — a.k.a. 
the economy — 
collapsed be¬ 
cause people 
defaulted on 
home mort¬ 
gages they 
couldn’t af¬ 
ford in 


Jim Flaherty 


Donna 

Dill 

Dartmouth 

A: Getting together 
with family. It’s our 
children and grand¬ 
children, but also 
our siblings and 
parents. That’s 
what makes it spe¬ 
cial. 


Pete 

Lindsay 

Halifax 

A: It's pretty casual. 
I like sitting around 
chatting on Christ¬ 
mas Eve. There's no 
gifts involved, just 
drinks and snacks. 
It's with family and 
friends usually. 
There’s usually a 
small get-together, 
we just relax and 
have some laughs. 


Ashley 

Young 

Edmonton 


Paul 

Greenman 

Gatineau, Que. 

A: Eating. Pretty 
much anything — 
turkey, potatoes, 
gravy, steak, 

sausage, my aunt's 
bean dip, cookies. 


A: My favourite tra¬ 
dition would be 
Christmas baking 
before Christmas 
and then on Christ¬ 
mas Day, the whole 
process of gift 
opening and stock¬ 
ings. Stockings are 
my favourite. 


David 

Sadai 

Toronto 

A: My girlfriend’s 
parents still put 
“from Santa Claus” 
on the gifts ... and 
they’re already un¬ 
der the tree. 


Victoria 

Pianarosa 

Bedford 


A: Making agnolot- 
ti with my in-laws. 
It's a fun thing that 
everyone in the 
family participates 
in. We cut it up and 
make the filling — 
then we eat them 
all. It usually takes a 
whole afternoon. 


Comment 



Asked on Twitter: What’s 
your favourite holiday tra¬ 
dition? 

HALIFAX 



Follow Metro on 
Twitter for news 
updates and more: 
@ metro halifax 


<§raine_angel my family 
has a special advent tree 
decorated with special or¬ 
naments and a chain link. 
Every day we remove one 
link! 


@M 4 TTW 4 RD slci-doing and 
skating with my entire 
family at long island lake 
on boxing day. :D 

VANCOUVER 


CALGARY 

@jess 4002 we love listening 
and singing along to Christ¬ 
mas music all throughout 
december! even the terri¬ 
ble Christmas songs. 
EDMONTON 

@lukesheds being passive 
aggressive toward rela¬ 
tives? 


@kirksettle definitely the 
enormous family get-to¬ 
gethers that are al¬ 
most unreason¬ 
ably big, like 
three turkeys 
for 40 people 
every x-mas. 
Qchatkiller 
hmm... It would have to be 
putting up the Christmas 
tree with my folks, along 
with putting up lights and 
ornaments. 

@gayvancouver Our fave 
holiday tradition is our an¬ 
nual Santa photo. Two 
grown men on Santa’s 
knee certainly livens 
things up in the mall! 


TORONTO 
@bodsworth 

Unwrapping 
new pajamas 
every Christmas 
Eve, so come 
Christmas morn¬ 
ing we look fresh 
and clean for gift giving 
pics! 



We Know What You're Thinking 


\wm 

[thinking 


88% 


The number of Canadians 
who have a plan on how 
to get home safely when going 
out to an activity where they 
might be drinking alcohol. 



IPSOS REID 


Tell us your views by email to halifaxletterstfOmetronews.ca or comment on metronews.ca or on Twitter /©metrohalifax 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Smartphones from $0* 
You won’t believe your eyes. 






Nokia E71 

NEW. Red and black, 
only from TELUS. 


BlackBerry® Storm™ 9530 


HTC Hero™ 

NEW. Only from TELUS. 
Also available in black. 


BlackBerry® Tour™ 9630 


$0* $ 329.99 

$0* $ 599.99 

$49.99* $ 499.99 

$49.99* $ 549.99 

The Village Shopping Centre 

336 Freshwater Rd. 

3 year term No term 

3 year term No term 

3 year term 1 No term 

3 year term No term 

55 Kelsey Dr. 

SAVE $329.99 

SAVE $599.99 

SAVE $450 

SAVE $500 

35 Stavanger Dr. 


TELUS STORES & 
AUTHORIZED DEALERS 

NOVA SCOTIA 

Amherst 

Town Square Mall 

Antigonish 

C - 3067 Highway 104 

Bedford 

Bedford Place Mall 
Bridgewater 
Bridgewater Mall 
Dartmouth 
Dartmouth Crossing 
Mic Mac Mall 
202 Brownlow Ave. 

Halifax 

Bayers Lake Power Centre 
Halifax Shopping Centre 
Park Lane Mall 
6100 Young St. 

1668 Barrington St. 

740 Bedford Hwy. W 
799 Sackville Dr. 

New Glasgow 
263 Jury St. 

New Minas 
County Fair Mall 
Port Hawkesbury 
Port Hawkesbury 
Shopping Centre 
Sydney 
Mayflower Mall 
337 Welton St. 

Truro 

Truro Mall 

Windsor 

Fort Edward Mall 

Yarmouth 

Yarmouth Mall 

NEWFOUNDLAND LABRADOR 


Carbonear 

Trinity Conception Square 

Clarenville 

Random Square Mall 

Corner Brook 

Corner Brook Plaza 
69 Broadway Rd. 

Gander 

Gander Mall 

Grand Falls-Windsor 

Exploits Valley Mall 

Marystown 

Peninsula Mall 

St. John’s/Mount Pearl 

Avalon Mall 


NEW BRUNSWICK 



With our new Clear Choice™ Plans, 
there is no system access fee 

Our 3G+ smartphones run on Canada’s 
largest 3G+ network 1 


Bathurst 

Place Bathurst Mall 

Campbellton 

Sugarloaf Mall 

Edmundston 

121 rue de L’Eglise 

Fredericton 
Regent Mall 

Grand Falls 

Grand Falls Shopping Centre 

Miramichi 

Bridgeview Plaza 

Moncton 

Wheeler Park Power Centre 
Champlain Place 
Lounsbury Plaza 
Saint John 
McAllister Place 
Lancaster Mall 


^TELUS 


242 Boul. J.D. Gauthier 

Tracadie-Sheila 

3379 rue Principale 

Woodstock 

Carleton Mall 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


the future is friendly 0 


Charlottetown 

Charlottetown Mall 
393 University Ave. 

Summerside 

County Fair Mall 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS store, authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


Walmart *\'„ 


Offers available until December 31,2009. Phone availability and prices may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. TELUS reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without advance notice. *0ffer available to new activations or renewals on a 3 year term with a smartphone voice and data rate plan of $50 
or greater, or on a BlackBerry Social or BlackBerry Email & IM rate plan. Begular price of a Nokia E71 on a 3 year term is $29.99. Begular price of a BlackBerry Storm on a 3 year term is $99.99. Begular price of the HTC Hero on a 3 year term is $99.99. Regular price of a BlackBerry Tour on a 3 year term is $149.99. tFor HSPA/HSPA+ geographic 
coverage and population covered as of December 2009. TELUS, the TELUS logo, the future is friendly and Clear Choice are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. BlackBerry, RIM, Research In Motion and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. 
and countries around the world. Nokia, Nokia Connecting People and Ovi Maps are trademarks or registered trademarks of Nokia Corporation. Twitter is a trademark of Twitter, Inc. in the United States and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2009 TELUS. 
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Bank of Nova Scotia sets up in Dubai 

The Bank of Nova Scotia said yesterday it has been approved to set up independent operations in Dubai's finan¬ 
cial district, making it the first Canadian bank to do so. metro news services 


Business 



DOLLAR 

N.GAS 

OIL 

TSX 

us 94 . 53 c 

us 0.31c 

/ PV US$ 5.71 

f r' US 4.6c 

pv US$74.40 

us 68c 

ci 11,627.98 
73.26 
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B.C. Temporary home 


B.C. Lions’ vice-president of business George Chayka, speaks 
during a news conference, as a photograph of a temporary sta¬ 
dium where the CFL team will play during the 2010 season is 
displayed in Vancouver yesterday. 


El usage drops in 
October: StatsCan 


employment Statistics 
Canada says the number of 
people receiving regular 
Employment Insurance 
benefits in October edged 
down 0.5 per cent to 
809,600. 

That was still 61.8 per 
cent, or 309,300 more than 
drew benefits in October 
2008. 

Over the year, the num¬ 
ber of people drawing ben¬ 
efits rose in every province 
and territory. 


The largest increases 
were in Ontario, with 
122,200 more recipients, 
Alberta, up 56,400, British 
Columbia, up 52,500 and 
Quebec, up 49,200. 

The number of regular 
El beneficiaries peaked in 
June at 829,300 and began 
to decline. This contrasts 
with the trend from Octo¬ 
ber 2008 to June 2009, 
when monthly increases 
averaged 41,100 people. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


U.S. housing sales 
witness huge jump 


sales U.S. home resales 
surged to the highest level 
in nearly three years, re¬ 
flecting an extraordinary 
level of federal support 
that has pulled the hous¬ 
ing market back from the 
worst downturn since the 
Great Depression. 

The National Association 
of Realtors says sales rose 
7.4 per cent to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 
6.54 million in November, 


from a downwardly re¬ 
vised pace of 6.09 million 
in October. Sales were 44 
per cent above last year’s 
levels, a record jump. 

They had been expected 
to rise to an annual pace of 
6.25 million, according to 
economists surveyed by 
Thomson Reuters. The me¬ 
dian sales price was 
$172,600, down 4.3 per 
cent from a year earlier. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Word judgment upheld 

Jury found Microsoft application infringed on patent 


Lawsuit 


A U.S. federal appeals 
court has upheld a $290- 
million US judgement 
against Microsoft Corp. in 
a patent case launched by 
Canada-based 141 Inc. 

The ruling also includes 
an injunction, set to go in¬ 
to effect Jan. 11, that 
would prevent the sale of 
at least some versions of 
Microsoft’s popular Word 
word processing software. 

The decision was on an 
appeal Microsoft launched 
against a verdict returned 
by a Texas jury in favour of 
i4i. 

The jury found recent 
versions of Microsoft Word 
infringed on a software 
patent. 

Michel Vulpe, founder 
and co-inventor of i4i, said 
in a statement that the 
company is pleased with 


141 sued Microsoft over the 
way Word 2003 and Word 
2007 customize XML, or exten¬ 
sible markup language, used 
in encoding and displaying in¬ 
formation. 

the decision, calling it “an 
important step in protect¬ 
ing the property rights of 
small inventors.” 

i4i chairman Loudon 
Owen called the decision a 
“vindication for i4i and a 
war cry for talented inven¬ 
tors whose patents are in¬ 
fringed.” 

“The same guts and in¬ 
tegrity that are needed to 
invent and go against the 
herd, are at the heart of 
success in patent litigation 
against a behemoth like 


• The injunction prevents Mi¬ 
crosoft from selling Word 
products that have the capa¬ 
bility of opening an XML file 
containing custom XML. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 

Microsoft,” Owen said in a 
statement. 

Kevin Kutz, Microsoft’s 
director of public affairs, 
said the world’s biggest 
software company is “mov¬ 
ing quickly to comply with 
the injunction.” 

Kutz said the injunction 
“applies only to copies of 
Microsoft Word 2007 and 
Microsoft Office 2007 sold 
in the U.S. on or after the 
injunction date of Ian. 11, 
2010 .” 

“Copies of these prod¬ 


ucts sold before this date 
are not affected,” he added. 

“With respect to Mi¬ 
crosoft Word 2007 and Mi¬ 
crosoft Office 2007, we 
have been preparing for 
this possibility since the 
District Court issued its in¬ 
junction in August 2009 
and have put the wheels in 
motion to remove this lit¬ 
tle-used feature from these 
products,” Kutz said of the 
software. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 

m.metr^riews.ca 



A sales boom has shot China past the 
U.S. as the world's largest auto 
market, with plenty of potential cus¬ 
tomers still car-less. Scan this barcode 
for the full story. 


NYSE Taking a walk on the Dark Side 



Star Wars icon Darth Vader is escorted by storm troopers while touring the floor of the New York Stock Exchange yesterday in New 
York. To celebrate the lasting appeal of the Star Wars saga, Lucasfilm Ltd. executives and the Star Wars characters visited the 
exchange and rang the opening bell. 


Auto industry poised to turn in 2010 


economy The beleaguered 
auto industry is poised for 
a slow but steady turn¬ 
around in 2010 that will 
usher in an era of prof¬ 
itability and job growth af¬ 
ter years of declines, ac¬ 
cording to a new industry 
forecast. 


The Conference Board of 
Canada, a private-sector 
economic forecaster, said 
the auto sector isn’t neces¬ 
sarily out of trouble but 
there are encouraging 
signs that profits will re¬ 
turn in 2010 and strength¬ 
en each year through to at 


least 2014. “The Canadian 
auto industry appears to 
have turned a corner in the 
second half of 2009 and is 
expected to return to prof¬ 
itability in 2010,” econo¬ 
mist Sabrina Browarski 
wrote in the report. 

“However, production 


will remain below histori¬ 
cal levels,” Browarski 
added. “Manufacturers will 
have to make concerted 
and ongoing efforts to 
streamline product line¬ 
ups, control costs, and in¬ 
novate to maintain prof¬ 
itability.” THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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MORE GO. LESS DOUGH. 

LOWEST PAYMENTS OF THE YEAR! 


2oio f>oi\jti/vc: 


SEDAN 

INCLUDES: 

•2.2L Ecotec 155 hp Engine 

• CD Player with MP3 Playback & iPod® 
Audio Input Jack 

• Driver Information Center 

• Rear Spoiler 

• Automatic Headlamps 

• Variable Intermittent Wipers 

• Plus More! 

SE model with Podium Edition 
Package shown.^ 



* 12.915 


■J 

CASH PURCHASE PRICE 



OR STEP UP TO THE 

2010 PONTIAC G5 SE 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

$14369 


1 J 

Freight not included 



CASH PURCHASE PRICE 
HEAD CURTAIN SIDE IMPACT AIRBAGS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
16" ALUMINUM WHEELS 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY 
POWER DOOR LOCKS 
HP/TORQUE 
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 


COMPARE, AND YOU WILL KNOW 


2010 PONTIAC 

G5SE 


$14,369** 


$15,849* 



Not Available 


Optional 


15" Steel 


Not Available 


138/136 


5-yea r/160,000 km 


5-year/100,000 km 


$15,990* 


Standard 


Optional 


15" Steel 


Not Available 


Not Available 


140/128 


5-year/100,000 km 


INCLUDES $1,000° HOLIDAY BONUS! 


2010 PONTIAC G 3 WAVE 


With More than $2,000** in additional features than Hyundai or Honda 


tt Value of additional features based on dealer pricing. Vehicle comparison is based on 2010 G5 SE (2AL69/2AL37 
ISA), 2010 Elantra L Sedan (D4T) and 2010 Civic DX Sedan (FA1529EX).** Vehicle specification and purchase price 
according to the information available on the manufacturer's website at time of printing. 



5-DOOR 

INCLUDES: 

• Peppy 1.6L 4 Cylinder Engine 

• CD Player with MP3 Playback 
& iPod® Audio Input Jack 

• Driver’s Seat Height Adjuster 

• 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seat 

• Fog Lamps 

• Plus More! 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

$ 10,949 


r J 

Freight not included 




BI-WEEKLY 

with $0 down payment 
and purchase financing 
for 84 months 


INCLUDES $1,000 G HOLIDAY BONUS! 


0 


%• 

OR ASK ABOUT \J PURCHASE 
FINANCING FOR 36 MONTHS! 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL MARITIME PONTIAC • BUICK • CMC I 
DEALER OR SEE THE FULL LINE-UP AT 


MSSSSSSSSSSSI 3 HCA 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 

C YFAPQ • POWERTRAIN COMPONENT LIMITED WARRANTY 
y_ ■ • ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

160,000 KM -COURTESYTRANSPORTATION 
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Senators slash ticket prices 

The Ottawa Senators are slashing ticket prices between 20 and 30 per cent for a nine-game stretch starting next month. Beginning Jan. 1, the 
NHL club will offer a 20-per-cent reduction in single-game ticket prices for eight contests and a 30-per-cent cut for another, the Canadian press 


Sports 


m 



Corbeil nabs academic honour 

Halifax Mooseheads goaltender Mathieu Corbeil has been named his 
team's recipient of QMJHL scholastic player of the month for the second 
straight month. The 18-year-old goaltender is currently studying at Saint 
Mary's University. metro Halifax 
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Anthony enjoying life at the top 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(arrietronews.ca 


The Saint John Sea Dogs 
have taken Steven Antho¬ 
ny for quite a ride — and it 
might just be getting 
started. 

The Halifax native is en¬ 
joying life on the Quebec 
Major Junior Hockey 
League’s best team after 
the Sea Dogs 
went on a 
phenomenal 
22-game win¬ 
ning 
and 

to second in 
the national 
ranking at 
the holiday 
break. 

Anthony, a Vancouver 
Canucks draft choice, is on 
pace for the best numbers 
of his career, logging top¬ 
line minutes and getting 
plenty of ice time on the 
power play. 

“We’re in first place and 
sitting in good position go¬ 
ing into the second half,” 
said the six-foot-two, 190- 
pound centre. 

“It’s exciting to be a part 
of a team like this. I’m glad 
I can contribute and 
hopefully we can finish 


strong.” 

The Sea Dogs have won 
31 of 37 games and Antho¬ 
ny has collected 14 goals 
and 19 assists for 33 points 
in 35 games, fifth on the 
team. 

Although he’s struggled 
lately with just five assists 
in his past eight games, 
the skilled 18-year-old 
has enjoyed life under 
new head coach Gerard 
Gallant. 

His confi¬ 
dence waned 
at times un¬ 
der previous 
head coach 
Jacques 
Beaulieu. 

“It’s defi¬ 
nitely a bet¬ 
ter fit,” said 
Anthony, a former 10th 
overall QMJHL pick. 

“He’s a great coach and 
the whole staff treats us 
well. They have confidence 
in us to go out and play our 
game, and that’s been a 
part of our success.” 

The current trade period 
will determine how much 
the Sea Dogs will be 
pushed by other contend¬ 
ing teams such as the 
Drummondville 
Voltigeurs, Quebec Rem- 
parts, Victoriaville Tigres 


“It's exciting to be a 
part of a team like 
climbed this. I'm glad I can 
contribute." 

Steven Anthony 



Halifax native Steven Anthony has 33 points in 35 games this 
year for the first-place Sea Dogs. 


and Moncton Wildcats. But 
there’s no doubt Anthony 
is in store for a lengthy 
playoff run. 

“We have a really good 
team,” Anthony said. 


“We have a good mix at 
every position ... A lot of 
firepower, a good goal- 
tender and our defence is 
solid. We’re just a good 
team.” 


Halifax-area talent shining in the Q 



local The following is a 
glance at Halifax-area 
hockey products who have 
stood out in the QMJHL 
this season. 

• ALEXANDER BEATON, F, 

Lower Sackville (Lewiston). 
Quietly leads struggling 
Lewiston in scoring 
with 27 points in 
34 games. 

• PETER DELMAS, 

G, Bedford (Que¬ 
bec). Battled 

through a hip in¬ 
jury to post a 3.06 
goals-against aver¬ 
age and a .900 save Alexander 
percentage in 23 Beaton 
games for powerful 
Remparts. 

• BEN DUFFY, F, Lower 
Sackville (P.E.I.). Former 
top pick getting lost in the 
shuffle at age 17 on a 
stacked offensive team. He 
has 22 points in 37 games. 

• GERRAD GRANT, F, Hal¬ 
ifax (Halifax). Despite start¬ 
ing the season on the in¬ 
jured list because of wrist 
surgery, the 19-year-old is 
breaking out with 32 
points in 33 games. 

• MICHAEL KIRKPATRICK, 

F, North Sydney (Saint 
John). Former Subways 
winger is third on one of 


the nation’s top teams 
with 40 points in 37 
games. 

• STEPHEN MACAULAY, F, 
Dartmouth (Saint John). 
Six-foot-two forward 
earned checking job in 
Saint John and is getting 
noticed by NHL 
scouts with 17 points 
in 35 games. 

• BRANDON 
MACLEAN, F, Bedford 
(P.E.I.). Former first- 
rounder is a physical 
winger with seven 
points in 27 games. 

• CHRISTIAN 
MORIN, D, Dart¬ 
mouth (Saint John). 

Physical rearguard with 
nine points and 59 hits in 
25 games was dealt last 
week from Val-d’Or to 
Saint John. 
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Scan this barcode for the most recent 
Sports updates on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top of pg 3 


AACTnn HOCKEY POOL 



NAME 

LOCATION 

GP 

G 

A 

PTS 

1 Joanne Doiron 

NB, CA 

415 

173 

256 

429 

2 . Christian Gagnon 

NB, CA 

417 

175 

248 

423 

3 . Kyle Turk 

NS, CA 

421 

194 

225 

419 

4 . Cole Warren 

NS, CA 

422 

151 

267 

418 

4 . Steve Ferguson 

ON, CA 

421 

174 

244 

418 

f Jonathon Gremsperger 

BC, CA 

418 

180 

233 

413 

( Kelly Wrishko 

AB, CA 

417 

171 

242 

413 

6. Paula Almeida-Stille 


421 

173 

240 

413 

( Stephen Stille 

ON, CA 

421 

173 

240 

413 

10 . Rick Kit 

ON, CA 

417 

179 

232 

411 

11 . Shawn Tschritter 

AB, CA 

417 

171 

239 

410 

12 . Jean-Paul Osborne 

QC, CA 

413 

169 

238 

407 

13 . Brian B 

AB, CA 

417 

173 

233 

406 

13 . Claude Brunelle 

BC, CA 

424 

167 

239 

406 

13 . Sarah Jackson 

ON, CA 

409 

162 

244 

406 

* Results exclude Quebec 

@ 

markerzane. cam 
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No championship hangover 
for Crosby and the Penguins 


nhl The Stanley Cup cele¬ 
brations were barely two 
weeks old when Sidney 
Crosby started thinking 
about a remedy for the 
championship hangover. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins 
captain went on va¬ 
cation with team¬ 
mate Max Talbot 
shortly after the 
Game 7 victory over 
Detroit and was al¬ 
ready looking ahead 
to this season. Just 
like that, another 



long championship Sidney Crosby 
pursuit had begun. 

“I remember that trip 
with Sid,” Talbot recalled 
yesterday. “It was a cele¬ 
bration and everything, 
but (he was saying) ‘Let’s 
do it again’ — that was his 
first thought. That’s a big 
reason why we don’t have 
a hangover right now.” 

Indeed, the Penguins are 
off to a start that suggests 
they’re as hungry as ever 
to win the Stanley Cup. 


With only today’s game 
against Ottawa remaining 
before the Christmas 
break, Pittsburgh is hover¬ 
ing around the top of the 
Eastern Conference with a 
25-11-1 record. 

There’s no doubt 
in Talbot’s mind 
why things have 
gone so well. 

“This guy, Sid,” he 
said, motioning to¬ 
wards Crosby’s lock¬ 
er. “Sid is the main 
reason. 

“He would never 
let himself or let us 
a bad start. I don’t 


have 

think we’re satisfied as a 
group in winning one.” 

While the team’s roster 
experienced a few changes 
over the summer, the core 
remains the same — Cros¬ 
by, Evgeni Malkin, Jordan 
Staal, Brooks Orpilc and 
Marc-Andre Fleury are all 
signed through at least the 
2011-12 season. 
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Hundreds mourn Henry at funeral 


football Chris Henry’s fi¬ 
ancee wept as she spoke 
about the late Cincinnati 
Bengals receiver yesterday, 
saying that while she often 
got credit for steering him 
clear of a trouble, he 
changed her life as well. 

Henry, 26, was killed af¬ 
ter he fell out of the bed of 
pickup truck driven by his 
fiancee, Loleini Tonga, dur¬ 
ing what police called a do¬ 
mestic dispute. Police are 
investigating, but no 
charges have been filed. 

Tonga spoke to hundreds 
of mourners at his funeral 
— including Henry’s team¬ 
mates — who filled the 
grandstands of a suburban 
New Orleans events centre. 

“Can’t nobody know the 
way I’m feeling right now. 
No one can explain the re¬ 
lationship that me and 
Chris had. In six years of 
knowing each other — 
through hard times, good 
times — we loved each 
other very much,” she said. 
“People say I helped 
change his life. No. He 
changed mine.” 



NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell hugs Cincinnati's 
Chad Ochocinco yesterday be¬ 
fore a memorial service for 
late Bengals wide receiver 
Chris Henry in Westwego, La. 

NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell, Bengals players, 
coaches and members of 
the front office, as well as 
other NFL players were 
among those in atten¬ 
dance. The Bengals wore 
black, round buttons on 
their lapels with Hemy’s 
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Blue Jays dose to trading for Morrow 

The Toronto Blue Jays are on the verge of completing their second trade under new general manager Alex Anthopoulos, 
acquiring pitcher Brandon Morrow from the Seattle Mariners for reliever Brandon League and a prospect, the Canadian press 
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NBA’s Christmas gift 
could be a real treat 



Just in time for Christmas, 
here comes the matchup 
that was on the NBA's wish 
list in June. 

The Kobe Bryant-LeBron 
James showdown didn’t 
pan out last season, but 
now it arrives in Holly¬ 
wood with the addition of 
basketball’s biggest sup¬ 
porting actor: Shaquille 
O’Neal, formerly Bryant’s 
teammate, now James’ 
sidekick. 

The Cleveland Cavaliers 
visit the Los Angeles Lakers 
Christmas Day, claiming 
top billing on a five-game 
schedule. And while the 
meeting is loaded with 
subplots, it also comes 
with a question. 

Could this really be an 
NBA final preview? 

“Without a doubt. Defi¬ 
nitely,” Lakers coach Phil 
Jackson said. “They’re go¬ 
ing to be an elite team. 

“They got off to a slow 
start, they had some issues 
with new personnel to 
blend in and they’re going 
to start playing well. Too 
talented a team not to pay 


attention to.” 

But while Jackson’s team 
leaves no doubt of its 
championship potential, 
Cleveland has been ordi¬ 
nary too often, more hype 
than hope, for some crit¬ 
ics. Charles Barkley essen¬ 
tially pronounced the Cav¬ 
aliers dead two weeks ago 
on TNT, saying there “are 
only two dogs in that (East¬ 
ern Conference) race. Or¬ 
lando and Boston are by 
far the best two teams 
in the East.” 

The season 
is nearly 
two 

months 
old, 


but Christmas is tradition¬ 
ally when the NBA makes 
its first big splash. The 
league and ESPN are heavi¬ 
ly promot¬ 
ing the 
Cavs- 
Lakers 
game, 
which 
follows 
Boston 
at Orlan¬ 


do on ABC. 

New York opens the 
schedule with its return to 
Christmas competition by 
hosting the Heat. The Los 
Angeles Clippers visit 
Phoenix later Friday before 
Northwest Division rivals 
Denver and Portland meet 
in the nightcap. It’s the 
second straight year the 
NBA has staged five games 
Dec. 25, the most it has 
scheduled on the holiday. 
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Shaquille O'Neal 


Yankees trade Cabrera 
to Braves for Vazquez 


baseball Pitcher Javier 
Vazquez was traded back 
to the Yankees by the At¬ 
lanta Braves yesterday for 
outfielder Melky Cabrera, 
a move that pushed New 
York’s payroll for next sea¬ 
son to more than $200 mil¬ 
lion US. 

New York also got left¬ 
hander Boone Logan as 
part of the deal, and the 
Braves obtained a pair of 
pitching prospects, left¬ 
hander Mike Dunn and 
right-hander Arodys Viz¬ 
caino, along with about 
$500,000. 

“I didn’t want to leave 
my first time out,” Vazquez 
said. “I’m glad to be back.” 

The trade leaves New 
York with an opening in 
left field, allowing the Yan¬ 
kees to perhaps pursue 
Mark DeRosa. The club 
does not appear interested 
in re-signing Johnny Da¬ 
mon or going after free 
agents Matt Holliday and 
Jason Bay of Trail., B.C. 

Atlanta had six starting 
pitchers and felt free to 
deal Vazquez, who was 14- 
10 for the Yankees in 2004. 
He started 10-5 with a 3.56 
ERA that year and made 
his only ail-star team, but 


$64M 

New York's top four starting 
pitchers — CC Sabathia, A.J. 
Burnett, Andy Pettitte and 
Javier Vazquez — will com¬ 
bine for $64 million in pay¬ 
roll next season. That’s more 
than four teams paid their 
entire rosters last season. 

faded to a 4-5 record and 
6.92 ERA after the break, 
when he was bothered by 
an aching shoulder. 

“The second half of ‘04, 
which was poor, cannot 
erase the long success he’s 
had as a major league 
pitcher,” Yankees general 
manager Brian Cashman 
said. 

His first stint in New 
York ended miserably, 
when he relieved Kevin 
Brown trailing 2-0 in Game 
7 of the AL championship 
series against Boston and 
allowed a first-pitch grand 
slam to Damon, then gave 
up a two-run homer to Da¬ 
mon in the fourth. 

“Hopefully, I can erase 
those memories,” Vazquez 

said. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Sports in brief 


ARGOS The Toronto Argonauts 
signed veteran guard Taylor 
Robertson to a contract exten¬ 
sion yesterday that will see him 
remain with the CFL club 
through the 2011 season. The 
six-foot-six, 317-pound native of 
Kingston, Ont., joined the 
Argos in a 2007 trade with Cal¬ 
gary. 

rugby Veterans Leslie Cripps, 
Gillian Florence and Heather 
Jaques will lead the Canadian 
women's rugby team in a pair 
of Test matches against the U.S. 
on Jan. 12 and 16 in Lakeland, 
Fla. The tour is part of the Cana¬ 
dian women's preparations for 
the 2010 World Cup, set for 
Aug. 20 to Sept. 5 in England. 
BLUE BOMBERS The Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers released veteran 
middle linebacker Barrin Simp¬ 
son yesterday. Simpson spent 
four seasons in Winnipeg, ap¬ 
pearing in 52 regular-season 
games, three playoff contests 
and a Grey Cup. 

BILLS Buffalo Bills cornerback 
Terrence McGee has been 
placed on injured reserve 
because of a rotator cuff injury. 
The team also bolstered its 
banged-up quarterback ranks 


by re-signing former third- 
stringer Gibran Hamdan. The 
moves were announced yester¬ 
day as Buffalo prepares to play 
at Atlanta this weekend. 

BOXING The megafight 
between Manny Pacquiao and 
Floyd Mayweather Jr. has been 
thrown into jeopardy. 
Mayweather's camp is demand¬ 
ing the fighters submit to 
Olympic-type drug testing in 
the weeks leading up to the 
bout. 

SOCCER Canada will play an in¬ 
ternational soccer friendly in Ja¬ 
maica on Jan. 31. The game will 
take place in Kingston at the 
National Soccer Stadium. Cana¬ 
da and Jamaica most recently 
faced met for the opening 
match of the 2009 CONCACAF 
Gold Cup. Canada won l-o. 
STEELERS Wide receiver Joey 
Galloway has been added to 
the Pittsburgh Steelers' roster 
as the replacement for Limas 
Sweed. Sweed was placed on 
injured reserve Monday with a 
non-football related illness. 
Coach Mike Tomlin would not 
reveal any details of Sweed's 
condition yesterday. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Atlanta 112 Minnesota 87 
Boston 103 Indiana 94 
Charlotte 88 Detroit 76 
Memphis 121 Golden State 108 
New York 88 Chicago 81 
Washington 105 Philadelphia 98 
Portland 85 Dallas 81 


L.A. Clippers at Houston 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


San Jose 3 Chicago 2 
Anaheim at Colorado 
Nashville at Vancouver 
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Warning issued for child seat car carriers 

A product advisory notice has been issued in Canada for certain Dorel infant car seats, which may pose a potential safety hazard due to 
a handle that may loosen and come off when the seat is used as an infant carrier, canadiandriver.com 
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Saab sale fails 

Saab Automobile AB will be closed down, 
following an announcement by General 
Motors that its sale to Spyker Cars could 
not be completed. 

CANADIANDRIVER.COM 
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Nissan Leaf fun, agile ride 


MICHAEL GOETZ 

for Metro Canada 


You only have one chance 
to make a first impression. 

Show up for a job inter¬ 
view, for a coveted position 
in the poultiy industry, 
with untrimmed nose hair 
and a “Meat is Murder” t- 
shirt, and well, your goose 
will be cooked, so to speak. 

The ramifications of an 
unsatisfactory first impres¬ 
sion weren’t lost on the 
brain trust at Nissan. 

That first drive, that first 
ownership experience 
with all-electric Nissan 
Leaf, has to be completely 
satisfactory, or the chances 
of moving electric vehicles 
to the mainstream will be 
stopped in its tracks, says 
Ian Forsythe, a product 
specialist at Nissan Cana¬ 
da. 

So we have an all-electric 
vehicle that aims to look 
and drive pretty close to 
how consumers would ex¬ 
pect a five-passenger, 
front-drive family sedan to 


2010 Nissan Leaf 


Type: 5-door hatchback 
Powertrain: 80 kilowatt AC 
electric motor, laminated 
lithium-ion battery pack (the 
equivalent of about 106 hp 
and 207 lb-ft of torque) 
Charging times: About 8 
hours on 220-volt current 
Range: 160 km per full charge 
Top Speed: Over 140 km/h 


Highlights 

• Zero Emissions 

• Not available until late 2011 

• Vancouver gets first Canadi¬ 
an units 



look and drive (with one 
major exception, which 
we’ll get to shortly). 

I had a chance to 
check if Nissan 
managed its 
objective, 
via a brief 
fling in a 
Leaf 
proto¬ 
type 
in 


The 2011 Nissan Leaf needs 
infrastructure to develop in 
some Canadian cities, so 
owners actually have places to 
recharge their vehicles, other 
than at their homes. 


Vancouver. Yes, a pylon 
course. I took two laps, for 
a combined seat time of 
about one minute and 37 
seconds. Not quite like a 
lap around the famed Nur- 
burgring, but enough to 
confirm that Leaf is fun to 
drive and will not unnerve 
anybody. It handles veiy 
much like eveiy other 
front-drive sedan — agile, 
but with just the right 
amount of dialed-in under¬ 
steer to make the vehicle 
predictable and safe. 

It’s even hard to detect 
its regenerative braking 
system. Other electric vehi¬ 
cles and hybrids have more 
aggressive regenerative 
systems, which means 
they essentially “brake” 
the vehicle anytime you’re 
off the “gas,” to convert 
every little bit of kinetic 


ventional car. 

The prototype we drove 
had Versa bodywork over 
its Leaf electric platform. A 
full-blown Leaf was avail¬ 
able for viewing, and you 
can see that, while it is dif¬ 
ferent, it’s not scary differ¬ 
ent. It doesn’t need a front 
radiator grille or a tailpipe, 
so it has neither. The plug¬ 
in “socket” is behind a flap 
on its front hood, which is 
short and low for aerody¬ 
namic purposes. 

The one electric motor is 
fitted up front, but very 
low in the body, as are the 
batteries. Other EVs and 
hybrids use cylinder¬ 
shaped batteries, but the 
lithium-ion battery pack in 
the Leaf is formed in thin, 
laminated sheets. This 
keeps the batteries cool, 
which is so necessary for 


Above, the plug-in outlet for 
the 2011 Nissan Leaf, 
positioned short and low. 
Right, the interior of the car, 

longevity and reliability. 

But back to our parking 
lot run... The one defining 
characteristic of all electric 
vehicles is "instantaneous" 
torque. Depress the “gas” 
pedal, or whatever you 
want to call it, and the Leaf 
shoots forward like it was 
suddenly hitched to a mov¬ 
ing transport truck. And 


Nissan even dialed a bit off 
the experience, to make it 
less surprising, and more 
like something we’re used 
to... 

So maybe you want one? 
Well you can’t have one. At 
least not until the early fall 
of 2011. 

Why the wait? It’s back 
to that first impression 


thing. Nissan and other EV 
makers need infrastruc¬ 
ture to develop in some 
Canadian cities, so owners 
actually have places to 
recharge their vehicles, 
other than at their homes. 
Any other way, and EVs 
will blow their first, good 
shot at stardom and it’s 
back to dinner theatre. 


Top vehicles of the decade...for now, anyway 


AutoPila 
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his decade is just 
about toast. So time 
for another list — the 
top vehicles of the decade. 
I wish I had a definitive 


one to offer you. 

Every time I examined 
the contenders on my list, 
I would kick some out, and 
pull others in. 

So consider the follow¬ 
ing only my “current for 
the moment” nominations 
for vehicles with impact 
and/or panache, that were 
born between 2000 and 
2009... 

The third-generation Toy¬ 
ota Prius (2004-2009) was 
the one that cemented it as 
the hybrid poster boy. The 


two previous generations 
had little impact, but this 
one debuted an iconic pro¬ 
file, pushed hybrids into 
the public consciousness, 
and eventually proved that 
hybrids could stand up to 
long years of use (and 
abuse). 

The first-generation Nis¬ 
san Murano (2002-2007) was 
not the first crossover, but 
definitely the most attrac¬ 
tive and appealing one so 
far produced. It demon¬ 
strated a new and veiy suc¬ 


cessful mainstream and 
classy direction for 
crossovers — and one that 
had nothing to do with 
mud. Net result: uni¬ 
body crossovers rule, body- 
on-frame SUVs drool. 

The Bugatti Veyron 
(2005-2008) was built to 
impress: 8.0-litre,16- 

cylinder engine, 1,001 
horsepower, and a top 
speed of 407.9 km/h. It is 
beyond desirable and virtu¬ 
ally unobtainable. It also 
has a decent stereo, and 


looks pretty good in blue.. 

This decade was just an¬ 
other one when Honda 
Civic rocked the house. It 
is far and away Canada’s 
best selling car of the 
decade, and for good rea¬ 
son. 

Same thing for the Ford 
F-150 — it is easily the top 
selling truck nameplate of 
the decade, and continues 
to stay in front of a veiy de¬ 
termined group of com¬ 
petitors. This Ford also pio¬ 
neered the concept that 


truck interiors, particular¬ 
ly crew cabs, need not be 
stark places with rock-hard 
seats and no amenities. 

The next two cars on our 
list — the re-born Ford 
Thunderbird and Mini — 
both pushed the notion 
that “retro” styling has 
great appeal and can be 
done effectively in a mod¬ 
ern way. 


Michael Goetz has been writing about cars and 
editing automotive publications for over 20 
years. He lives in Toronto with his family and a 
neglected 1967 Jaguar E-type. 



































THIS SEASON, YOUR ATLANTIC FORD STORE IS MAKING IT EASY 
TO GET IN AND DRIVE THE BEST VEHICLES WE’VE EVER BUILT. 


PLUS 


1 st MONTHS 

PAYMENT 


77months down 
/ ^ MONTHS PAYMENT" 

PURCHASE FINANCING 1 

Offers vary by model. Not all combinations apply. See dealer for 


DUE AT 
DELIVERY 


50 mpg and 5.7L/100km (hwy) T " 
33 mpg and 8.5L/100km (city) 


2010 FORD FUSION SE 


PURCHASE FOR 


INCLUDES FREIGHT. 


49mpg and 5.8L/100km (hwy)’ 
32mpg and 8.9L/100km (city) 


‘AVAILABLE IN HYBRID 


THERE IS NO BETTER TIME TO GET SYNC HANDS-FREE TECHNOLOGY. 


s-'rxi 


I POWERED BY 


HURRY INTO YOUR ATLANTIC FORD STORE TO GET IN AND DRIVE AWAY YOUR FAVOURITE FORD. 


2010 FORD FOCUS SE 


OWN FOR 


TWICE A MONTH MONTHS 

INCLUDES FREIGHT. 


SYNC HANDS-FREE TECHNOLOGY 


• Make or receive phone calls 

• Select tracks from your MP3 player 

• Access playlists, podcasts or audio books 

• Send and receive text messages 
All hands-free, to help you keep your eyes on the 
road , and hands on the steering wheel. 

For more information visit syncmyride.ca or your Atlantic Ford store. 


PHONE PLAY PLUS 


^ 07 ^ ^ Drive one 


atlanticford.ca 
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WHY YOUR 
WORLD 
IS ABOUT 
TO GET A 
WHOLE LOT 
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Even more business books for the holidays 

For those who work in the financial sector Jeff Rubin is legendary. As CIBC World Markets' chief economist for over 20 years, Rubin's predictions 
were often unimaginable, yet on the mark. Check out his latest Why Your World is About to get a Whole lot Smaller, craig lund/for metro Canada 


Workology 










More biz book pics 

Malcolm Gladwell has become one of Canada’s 
most prolific and successful non fiction authors 
with his best selling books, Tipping Point, Blink, 
Outliers and ultimately his latest addition — What 
the Dog Saw. A perfect gift for the jetsetter or 
commuter. craig lund/for metro Canada 


EDITOR: DOUGLAS.DUNLOP^)METRONEWS.CA 


BookReview 


Biz book pics 
for the holidays 

Age of Persuasion 

How Marketing Ate 
Our Culture 

Author: Terry O'Reilly & Mike 
Tennant 

Publisher: Knopf Canada 
Price: $32 

If this book is anything 
like Teriy O’Reilly’s radio 
show, it will be a sure 
crowd pleaser. 

Six Pixels of 

Separation 

Author: Mitch Joel 
Publisher: Grand Central 
Price: $32.99 

Mitch Joel is marketer 
cum author. As the presi¬ 
dent of a succaessful inter¬ 
active marketing firm, 
Joel’s book argues that 
with tools like Faceboolc 
the world is even smaller. 

Switch 

Author: Dan and Chip Heath 
Publisher: Random House 
Price: $32 

In this book, the 
Heath’s examine the con¬ 
cept of changing strategy 
when one is already 
successful. 


Craig Lund, a director with the staffing firm 
Marketers on Demand, can be reached at 
craig.lund@marketersondemand.com 


In Canada, even firings 
and layoffs are polite 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Canada 




In the new movie Up in the 
Air, George Clooney plays a 
flying executioner 
patrolling the skies above 
America’s unravelling econ¬ 
omy, touching down only 
to drop the ax on the luck¬ 
less casualties of the crisis. 

Gary Agnew is Canada’s 
answer to Clooney’s Ameri¬ 
can horseman of the eco¬ 
nomic apocalypse, but the 
veteran of the downsizing 
industiy says such brutish¬ 
ness would never fly in 
Canada. Where U.S. firms 
may hire hitmen like 
Clooney to pull the trigger, 
Canadian bosses find the 
courage to do it themselves 
— with help. 

“The movie has got a U.S. 
slant to it and is an exagger¬ 
ated portrait,” says Agnew, 
a partner at the Calgaiy- 
based human-resources 
company Cenera. “We don’t 
go in and fire people. We 
train managers in how to 
do it humanely.” 

After the layoffs, Cenera 



Laying someone off is never easy, but there are people 
and companies out there that make it easier. 


helps former staff regroup. 
“I’ve been doing this for 30 
years. Let me tell you: 95 
per cent of the people I 
have worked with have 
gone to positions that are 
far better than the positions 
they were in,” Agnew says. 

That’s what gives him his 
cheeiy disposition: He loves 
helping people turn a ca¬ 


reer crisis into a career-ad¬ 
vancing pivot. But it’s not 
easy. “I think most of my 
colleagues carry a fairly 
heavy bag full of emotions 
because we feel the pain 
people have been through,” 
he admits. 

Genevieve Belben heads 
up DBM’s Atlantic Region 
and has overseen countless 


“We don’t go in and 
fire people. We 
train managers in 
how to do it 
humanely.” 

Cenera's Gary Agnew 

downsizing operations. Lo¬ 
cal branches of the global 
career management compa¬ 
ny handle small-scale lay¬ 
offs, but Belben flies in 
when an East Coast com¬ 
pany is closing, mean- 
| ing she doesn’t quite 
share the itinerant life 
of Clooney’s character. 
Like Agnew, she rarely 
participates in the actual 
terminations. “We’re the fu¬ 
ture focus. We don’t want to 
be tied to the bad news,” 
she says from her Halifax 
office. “We’re retained by a 
corporation ... but we work 
for the employee.” 

But no matter how many 
times she’s been through it, 
D-day is always a bad day. 
But still, “change is not a 
bad thing — change spells 
opportunity,” she says. 



Workplace!- 


Daniel 

Lublin 


Metronews.ca/workplacelaw 


Employees 
can make 
mistakes too 

column Employees are of¬ 
ten the author of their own 
misfortune. Despite my 
cautionaiy writings, they 
routinely sign contracts re¬ 
plete with unfavourable 
terms. By doing so, they 
unknowingly agree to be 
eliminated with minimum 
notice, demoted, or 
banished to far away juris¬ 
dictions, see their salary 
slashed and prevented 
from competing with their 
employer following their 
departure — all with legal 
impunity. But, here is one 
(among many) example 
where to the contrary. 

Once an employee begins 
work, it is often too late to 
have him or her sign an 
agreement, even if on the 
first day. After a series of 
interviews, the CIBC 
extended Trusty Francis an 
offer of employment. How¬ 
ever, on his first day at 
work he was presented 
with a number of forms 



and agreements that 
attempted to limit his enti¬ 
tlement to three months’ 
salary if he was fired. At tri¬ 
al, the court found that 
Francis’s employment con¬ 
tract was consummated 
when he agreed to the first 
offer of employment and, 
because nothing of new val¬ 
ue was given to him when 
he showed up at work, the 
forms and agreements he 
was told to sign were unen¬ 
forceable. Otherwise, the 
court reasoned, an employ¬ 
er could unilaterally 
impose new terms of 
employment at any time 
and an employee would be 
without leverage to negoti¬ 
ate. 

I have prevailed in court 
by raising the inference 
that a contract was signed 
without proper consent. 
Don’t be reluctant to nego¬ 
tiate terms and have any 
contract reviewed by a 
lawyer before signing your 
name. 

SEE METRONEWS.CA/WORKPLACELAW 

TO read the full article. 


Daniel A. Lublin is an employment lawyer 
with Whitten & Lublin LLP. Reach him at 
dan@toronto-employmentlawyer.com. 
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Going to the Games? 

Just in time for the 2010 Winter Olympic Games, Zagat has released an updated guide to Vancouver, with recommendations for restaurants 
and attractions in the city as well as for the ski resort town of Whistler and for beautiful Vancouver Island, the associated press 


ZAGAT 

RATED 


27 


Travel 




M 
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Going to hellholes in a hand basket 


Author Chuck Thompson sets out to discover if some of the world's most ill-reputed 
travel destinations live up to their bad raps. Whether he's diving head long into an 
Indian monsoon or traveling across the Congo in the company of a notorious dictator's 
bodyguard, To Hellholes and Back delivers Thompson's trademark combination of 
hilarious stories and wildly provocative opinions, as well as some surprising 
observations about America's evolving place in the world. metro news services 


EDITOR: BEN.RYCROFT/S)METRONEWS.CA 


Getting peace of mind 

Le Sport resort promises to inspire and rejuvenate its patrons 


r 



The secluded resort offers various levels of yoga, meditation and stretching classes. 



Watersports, such as kayaking and sailing, are popular choices. 


ANNE DIMON 

for Metro Canada 


The tag line reads: “Give 
us your body for a week, 
and we will give you back 
your mind." But what l*m 
wondering as I arrive for 
my two-night stay and am 
welcomed by a boisterous 
chorus of crickets is if I’m 
here for just two days, do 
they give me back a piece 
of my mind? 

Located on the extreme 
northern side of the island 
of St. Lucia about a 20- 
minute drive from the cap¬ 
ital of Castries, and about 
an hour away from the fa¬ 
mous Piton volcanic peaks, 
Le Sport opened in the 
mid-’80s with health and 
wellness front and centre. 
Back then the concept of 
taking a holiday to launch 
a healthier lifestyle had 
not yet gone main stream. 

Clearly, the all-inclusive 
Le Sport was a resort ahead 
of its time. 

In addition to the ex¬ 
pected beach resort activi¬ 
ties — kayaking, sailing, 
scuba, for instance — are 
those that keep many 
guests returning for an an¬ 
nual retreat. There are var¬ 
ious levels of yoga, medita¬ 
tion, spinning and stretch¬ 
ing classes, Tai Chi, intro¬ 
ductions to fencing and 
martial arts ... the list goes 
on and on and on. 

Guests are invited to do 
as much or as little as they 
want. Nothing is forced 
but there are a few not so 
subtle encouragements 
here and there. For in¬ 
stance, there are no TV 
sets in any of the resort’s 


The number of 
therapists who 
work at Le 
Sport. They 
feature wellness practitioners 
brought in from different 
parts of the globe including 
those that specialize in Reiki, 
Balinese therapies, Ayurveda, 
acupuncture, nutrition/iridol- 
ogy and hypno and psycho 
therapies 

154 guest rooms. 

In addition to the wide 
range of programs, one of 
the main points of distinc¬ 
tion of this beachfront all- 
inclusive is that spa treat¬ 
ments are included. 
Guests are entitled to one 
spa treatment a day as part 
of the package. There are 
seven treatments to select 
from including 50-minute 
scrubs, facials and mas¬ 


sages. The resort stresses 
this is not a restrictive 
place but a place to make 
subtle but significant 
changes that can be taken 
home and implemented 


into eveiyday life. 

Peace of mind is an 
added bonus. 


Anne Dimon is a spa and wellness travel 
writer and editor oftraveltowellness.com 




Le Sport offers introduction to fencing courses. 




Attention last minute shoppers: 

1.800.565.5068 


Merry Christmas from everyone 
currently relaxing at White Point. 

One call says it all: White Point Gift Certificates! www.whitepoint.com 


White 

Point 

Beach 

Resort 
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Sesame Street actor dies of cancer 

Alaina Reed Hall, who portrayed Olivia Robinson on Sesame Street for 12 years, has died. Reed Hall was diagnosed with breast cancer in 
2007 and succumbed Thursday at a Santa Monica, Calif., hospital, her husband, Tamim Amini, told the Los Angeles Times, tvcuide.com 



EDITOR: DEAN.LISK^)METRONEWS.CA 


Trends that defined the decade 


iPods, tattoos, reality TV among things that changed our lives 



Twitter (co-founder Evan Williams, above) helped define the decade. 


Was it only a decade ago 
that a blackberry was a 
mere summer fruit? That 
green was, well, a colour, 
and reality TV was that one 
show sandwiched between 
music videos on MTV? 

There were, of course, 
huge political and social up¬ 
heavals that roiled our 
world in the past decade. 
But there were also the 
gradual lifestyle changes 
that you don’t always notice 
— kind of like watching a 
child grow older. Here’s a 
look at some things that 
changed our lives: 

APPS: There’s an app for 
that! The phrase comes 
from Apple iPhone adver¬ 
tising, but could apply to 
the entire decade’s gadget 
explosion, from laptops to 
GPS systems. 


BLOG: I blog, you blog, he 
blogs ... How did we spend 
our time before blogging? 
There are more than 100 
million of these web logs 
out there in cyberspace. 

BLACKBERRIES: Consid¬ 
ered essential by corporate 
CEOs and moms planning 
playdates. Introduced in 
2002, the smartphone ver¬ 
sion is now used by more 
than 28 million people, ac¬ 
cording to its Waterloo, 
Ont.-based maker, Re¬ 
search In Motion Ltd. 

CROCS: Those ubiquitous 
plastic clogs debuted in 
2002 and became the 
shoes you loved to hate. 
Kids love 'em, but there 
are web groups dedicated 
to their destruction. 

FACEBOOK: Can you be¬ 
lieve this social network¬ 


ing site was once limited 
only to Harvard students? 
Now it’s a time-sucking ob¬ 
session for more than 300 
million users globally. 

FOODIE: It’s not just that 
guy in the White House 
who liked arugula — this 
was the decade of the food¬ 
ie, when we all developed 
gourmet palates. Even a 
burgers went gourmet. 

GOOGLE: This was the 
decade that Google became 
a part of our brain func¬ 
tion. You know that guy 
who was in that movie — 
when was it? Just Google it. 

IPODS: An icon of the dig¬ 
ital age, it’s hard to believe 
this portable media player 
was first launched in 2001. 
Six years later the 100 mil¬ 
lionth iPod was sold. 

REALITY TV: We became 


addicted to reality TV, from 
the feuding Gosselins of 
Jon&Kate Plus 8 to Ameri¬ 
can Idol to Project Runway. 
At decade’s end, the Heenes 
of Balloon Boy fame and 
the Salahis of gatecrashing 
fame give reality TV some 
unwanted attention. 

TATTOOS: It started inno¬ 
cently enough — maybe a 
butterfly on the shoulder 
or a tribal symbol on the 
bicep. A few characters 
from the Chinese alphabet 
later it seemed any hipster 
who really meant it had a 
full sleeve of tattoos. The 
trend extended to middle- 
aged moms and even 
tween idol Miley Cyrus. 

TEXTING: R u still rding 
this sty? Hope u r. This is 
the decade we start com¬ 
municating in the short¬ 


hand of text messages. Get 
used to it: Email is so ’00s. 

TWITTER: The new social 
network introduced tweets, 
retweets, follows and trend¬ 
ing topics — as long as it fit 
in 140 characters. 

WII: In a sea of video 
games, this simple console 
became the decade’s break¬ 
out hit by appealing to the 
non-gaming masses. Wiis 
became a centre of family 


gaming, home fitness and 
even senior socializing. 

WIKIPEDIA: A boon to 
lazy students everywhere, 
the open-source encyclope¬ 
dia used the masses to po¬ 
lice its entries and keep 
them accurate. 

YOUTUBE: The video-shar¬ 
ing site was bom in 2005. 
Political candidates in 2008 
even had their on channels. 
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7:00 

7:30 

8:00 

8:30 

9:00 

9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 


31 

31 

31 ABC 

News Center 5 

World News 

Inside Edition 

Chronicle 



Modern Family 

The Middle 

Cougar Town 


7 

7 

7 ASN 

The Road to Avonlea 

Sue Thomas: F.B.Eye 

Lives of the Saints (2005, Drama) Sophia Loren. 

Atlantis 

§ 

11 

11 

11 CBC 

Wheel Fortune 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Scrooge *** (1951, Fantasy) Alastair Sim. 

CBC News: The National 

The Hour 

CO 

CM 

2 

2 

2 CBC-F 

Pyramide (SC) 

Union-force 

La Petite vie 

Le Tour du monde en 80 jours ** (2004, Aventures) Jackie Chan. (SC) 

Le Telejournal 

cvi 

32 

32 

32 CBS 

WBZ News (N) 

Evening News 

Wheel Fortune 

Jeopardy! (N) 

A Home for the Holidays | Criminal Minds (HDTV) 

CSI: NY 

- ' - 

69 

69 

69 CFTM 

TVA nouvelles 

Videos 

Poule-oeufs or 

Km/h (SC) 

Sans aviron ** (2004, Comedie) Seth Green, Dax Shepard. 

TVA nouvelles 


6 

6 

6 CIHF 

Entertainment 

ET Canada 


Christmas Town (2008, Romance-Comedy), Garry Chalk 

News Final (N) 


9 

9 

9 CJCH 

Corner Gas 

Degrassi: TNG 

Rita MacNeil 

Home for the Holidays (2005, Drama) Sean Young. (DVS) 

CTV News 

o 

10 

10 

10 ELTV 

Holy Redeemer Carol Service (N) 

Au Natural (N) 

Doc Talk (N) 

Community Matters 



E 

36 

36 

36 FOX 

Seinfeld 

The Simpsons 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 

Glee “Preggers” (HDTV) 

Glee (HDTV) 

Fox First 

0 

12 

12 

12 NBC 

News (N) 

NBC News 

Access H. 

Extra (N) 

Mercy (HDTV) 

Mercy (HDTV) 

Jay Leno Show 

E 

29 

29 

29 NW 

(6) Power & Politics 

Connect Today’s 1 

biggest stories. (N) 

CBC News: The National 

Princess Diana 

Q. 

4 

4 

4 PBS-B 

PBS NewsHour (N) 

Greater Boston 

Ask This Old 

Christmas Tree Lighting 

Great Performances Doomed lovers. 

(N) 


35 

35 

35 PBS-D 

PBS NewsHour (N) 

Business Rpt. 

Worldfocus 

Christmas With King Family 

Great Performances Doomed lovers. (N) 


68 

68 

68 TQS 

Guerre clans 

Le Mur 

Merlin (N) (SC) 

Noel en famille (SC) 

Popcorn TV (N) Popcorn TV (N) 

Guerre clans 

(0 

23 

96 

96 BNN 

Business News 

Headline 

Market Call Tonight 

The Close 

Market Call 

Squeeze Play 

Business News 

£ 

18 

18 

18 CNN 

Situation Room-Wolf Blitzer 

CNN Tonight (N) 

Campbell Brown (N) 

Larry King Live (N) 

Cooper 360 


54 

54 

54 GOLF 

Golf Central 

Big Break 


Big Break 


Big Break 


Big Break 

2 

52 

52 

52 RSE 

Connected W-Prime Time 

NHL Hockey Ottawa Senators at Pittsburgh Penguins. (HDTV) (Live) 

IMMA Conn 

Sportsnet Con. 

o 

55 

55 

55 SC0R 

[HSR 

Covers Experts 

FullTiltPoker.net Million 

College Football: San Diego County Credit Union Poinsettia Bowl 

</> 

45 

45 

45 SPD 

Unique Whips 

Pass Time 

Pass Time 

Dangerous Drives (HDTV) 

Pass Time 

Pass Time 

Wrecked 


53 

53 

53 TSN 

Off the Record 

SportsCentre 

Hockey IIHF World Junior Pre-Comp: Canada vs. Czech Republic. (Live) 

NHL Hockey: Blues at Flames 


43 

43 

43 FAM 

Han. Montana 

Wizards-Place 

Sonny Chance 

Suite Life 

Overruled! 

Han. Montana 

Wizards-Place 

Latest Buzz 

Ned’s School 

= 

44 

44 

44 TOON 

Christmas Carol: Scrooge 

Annabelle’s Wish 

Wayside 

Futurama 

King of the Hill 

American Dad 


26 

26 

26 TREE 

Frst Snw-Wint 

Santa Coming to 

Town 

Guess-Jess 

Emily Yeung 

Night Garden 

Lost in Snow 

Fluffy Gardens 

Frst Snw-Wint 


27 

27 

27 YTV 

Magic Gift of the Snowman 

The Santa Claus Brothers 

A Miser Brothers’ Christmas 

Fries That? 

Mon. Warriors 

Family Biz 


16 

16 

16 A&E 

Bounty Hunter 

Bounty Hunter 

Dog the Bounty Hunter 

Dog the Bounty Hunter 

Dog the Bounty Hunter 

Steven Seagal 


70 

70 

70 APTN 

1 APTN National News (N) 

Investigates 

Winterlude 2009 

Milestones, Memories, and Moving Forward 

Awards 


50 

50 

50 BET 

One on One 

One on One 

One on One 

One on One 

One on One 

Inside Man *** (2006, Suspense) Denzel Washington. 


37 

37 

37 BRVO 

Wind at My Back 

Arts & Minds 

BravolVideos 

Johnny Cash Christmas 

Wingfield 

Star Portraits 

White Collar 


25 

25 

25 CMT 

Home for Christmas 

Amer. Funniest Home Videos 

Moonlight and Mistletoe (2008, Drama), Tom Arnold Premiere. 

Home Improve. 


49 

49 

49 COM 

Just for Laughs 

Air Farce 

22 Minutes 

Corner Gas 

22 Minutes 

The Simpsons 

South Park 

RENO 911! (N) 


153 

153 153COURT 

A Few Good Men and Women 

Situation Critical 

Cops Uncut 

Dumb Criminal 

Declassified 

Critical 


38 

38 

38 DISC 

How It’s Made 

How It’s Made 

Daily Planet (N) 

Mighty Ships 

Peak to Peak: Gondola 

Mayday 


34 

48 

48 HGTV 

Extreme Makeover: Home 

House Hunters 

Property Virgin 

Unsellable 

Intervention 

Property Virgin Unsellable 

House Hunters 


46 

46 

46 HIST 

Outlaw Bikers 

Ice Pilots NWT (N) 

Life After People 

Ice Road Truckers 

Ice Pilots NWT 


17 

17 

17 MM 

Gossip Girl (HDTV) 

Make It or Break It 

disBAND 

Video on Trial 

Video on Trial (N) 

My Date With... 


19 

19 

19 MMM 

Top 50 Videos of the 00s (N) 

Gene Simmons 

Gene Simmons 

Gene Simmons 

Gene Simmons 

Gene Simmons Gene Simmons 

Entourage 


201 

201 201 Ml 

(6:10) Powder Blue 

Fred Claus ** (2007, Comedy) Vince Vaughn. 

National Treasure: Book of Secrets ★* 


48 

23 

23 OLN 

Mantracker 

Ghost Hunters 

Bounty Hunter 

Bounty Hunter 

Survivorman 

Ghost Hunters 


51 

51 

51 PEACH 

The Office 

Name Is Earl 

Family Guy 

Family Guy 

Law & Order: SVU 

The Office 

The Office 

The Holiday 


206 206206 PIX 

(6:20) California S 

piit 

(8:10) Top Gun *★* (1986, Adventure) Tom Cruise. 

Hard Target ** (1993, Action) 


67 

67 

67 RDI 

RDI monde 

RDI economie 

24 Heures en 60 minutes 

Grands reportages (SC) 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

RDI economie 


39 

39 

39 SHOW 

Trailer Park 

Trailer Park 

The Outer Limits 

The Guard “The Hold” 

Cra$h & Burn 

Bones 


40 

40 

40 SLICE 

Skin Deep 

Skin Deep 

Rich Bride, Poor Bride 

Nearly Dead 

Nearly Dead 

Newlywed 

Newlywed 

In Laws 


47 

47 47 SPACE 

Stargate SG-1 

Stargate Atlantis (DVS) 

Star Trek: Voyager 

Shaun of the Dead (2004, Comedy) 


14 

14 

14 SPIKE 

Star Wars: Episode 1 - The Phantom Menace ** (1999, Science Fiction) Liam Neeson. 

Star Wars: Episode II - Attack of the Clones 


57 

98 

98 STAR 

etalk’s 2009 

TMZ (N) 

Look-A-Like 

TMZ 

The Ellen DeGeneres Show 

The View (HDTV) (N) 

Dr. Oz Show 

>> 

21 

21 

21 TLC 

Say Yes-Dress 

Say Yes-Dress 

Tiger Woods 

Mega-Tsunami: 5 Years Later 

Lottery Changed My Life 

Fortune 

0 

56 

34 34 TR0P 

Project Runway C 

Canada 

[King 

[King 

The Outer Limits 

ET Canada 

Whatever 

Family Guy 

is 

20 

20 

20 TV5 

Que.-champion 

Journal de Fr2 

La Vie est un cirque 

Petits meurtres en famille 

| Signe Chanel 


28 

28 

28 V 

Emily of New Moon 

Murder, She Wrote 

Keeping Up 

Wait for God 

A Christmas Carol 

(2000, Fantasy) 

s 

60 

97 

97 VIVA 

Da Vinci’s Inquest 

Cold Case “Wishing” 

Missing “Analysis” 

The Closer “Round File” 

Cold Case 

co 

22 

22 

22 W 

Confidential 

Divine Design 

A Wind at My Back Christmas (2001, 

Drama), Tyrone Savage 

He Sees You When You’re Sleeping (2002) 


251 

251 251 WGN 

WGN Evening News 

Two/Half Men 

Family Guy 

One Tree Hill (HDTV) 

Gossip Girl (HDTV) 

WGN News 


(c^Stics’corner^— 

The 11th Annual A Home for 
the Holidays With Faith Hill 

Grammy and Country Music As¬ 
sociation Award winner Faith Hill 
headlines for the second time 
with this feel-good hour that cel¬ 
ebrates the joys of adoption from 
the perspectives of the adoptive 
families and the children who 
finally have found stable homes. 
Joining Hill are musicians Mary 
J. Blige, Michael Franti, Reba 
McEntire, Shakira and Carrie 
Underwood. 9 PM on CBS 



Scrooge 

Miserly Ebenezer Scrooge gets 
a long-overdue attitude adjust¬ 
ment when a trio of ghosts 
visits him on Christmas Eve in 
this 1951 adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,” 
anchored by Alastair Sim’s tour 
de force performance in the title 
role. Kathleen Harrison, Mervyn 
Johns, Michael Hordern and 
Hermione Baddeley co-star. 

8 PM on CBC 

Christmas Town 

And she thought the Borg were 
creepy. Nicole de Boer (“Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine”) stars in 
this bit of holiday fluff as a career 
woman and single mother who 
pays a reluctant visit to her father 
in a town that’s overflowing with 
so much Christmas spirit it’s 
scary. And no, it’s not something 
in the water. Patrick Muldoon 
(“Starship Troopers”) also stars. 

9 PM on CIHF 



For December 22 nd 


| Faber Drive - Give 
(Him Up 

> David Guetta Ft Akon 

- Sexy Chick 

r Drake Ft Kevin Kossom 
-1 Get Money 

Aleesia - Bubble Gum 

i Jason Derulo- In My 
) Head 

Hedley - Don't Talk 
[to Strangers 
Down With Webster 

- Rich Girl$ 

c KeSha-TikTok 

Lady Gaga - Bad 
Romance 


WE WANT YOU! 

You could guest 
host the 
Interactive 
NINE@9 
with Kid Craig. 
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Cameron plans Avatar sequels 

James Cameron plans to make two further installments to the Avatar franchise. The award-winning filmmaker 
plans to turn the alien love story into a trilogy, but hasn't started work yet. femalefirst.co.uk 
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Aivin &The 
Chipmunks: The 

Squeakquel 

Director: Betty Thomas 
Stars: Zachary Levi _ 

Classification: G _ 

Rating: 


On the web 


• For an Alvin & The Chip¬ 
munks: The Squeakquel 
trailer, photos and screen 
times — or to buy tickets — 
visit metronews.ca/movies 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


review When Alvin and 
the Chipmunks took in 
over $350 million US at the 
global box office in 2007, 
the long-time radio gim- 
mick-turned-Saturday 
morning cartoon-turned 
big screen blockbuster was 
pretty much guaranteed a 
sequel. 

Instead, we got The 
Squeakquel. And if you 
find that kind of nauseat- 
ingly cute wordplay annoy¬ 
ing, wait until you sit 
through the soulless mon¬ 
ey-grab that is The 
Squeakquel. 

Picking up pretty much 
where the first movie left 
off, The Squeakquel sees 


the computer-animated 
pop-star rodents’s adopted 
guardian (Jason Lee) quick¬ 
ly hospitalized after an on¬ 
stage accident. 

This leaves the Chip¬ 
munks in the incapable 
hands of cousin Toby 
(Zachary Levi of TV’s 
Chuck), an expendable 
videogame-obsessed char¬ 
acter with all the charm 
and intellect of a boiled po¬ 
tato. 

Sent back to school, the 
Chipmunks soon face an 
assortment of stereotypi¬ 
cal circumstances (bully¬ 
ing, cliques, etc). But most 
noteworthy is the intro¬ 
duction of the Chipettes — 
a triad of female chip¬ 
munks that share their 
counterparts’ talent for 


Chipmunks screen times 


• Bayers Lake: Wed 12:45- 
3 : 50 - 6 : 35 - 9:15 Thu 12:25-2:50 

• Lower Sackville: Wed 12:15- 
2:20-4:40-6:50-9 Thu 12:15- 
2:20 

• Dartmouth Crossing: Wed 
1:25-4:10-7:10-9:40 Thu 
12:15-2:55 


• Truro: Wed 12-2:20-6:50-9 
Thu 12 - 2:20 

• Bridgewater: Wed 1:20- 
3 : 30 - 7 - 9:10 Thu 1:20-3:30 

• Complete listings are also 
available at metronews.ca/ 
movies. 


Randy Quaid, wife plead 
not guilty to fraud charges 


A prosecutor says actor 
Randy Quaid and his wife 
Evi have pleaded not 
guilty to felony charges of 
defrauding an innkeeper. 

The couple appeared yes¬ 
terday in a Santa Barbara 
courtroom. 

Senior Deputy District 
Attorney Lee Carter says 
they were released on 
$20,000 bail apiece. The 
sum had initially been for¬ 
feited when the Quaids 
failed to appear for a hear¬ 


ing last week. 

They were taken into 
custody in Texas over the 
weekend after a previous 
arrest there on Sept. 24. 
They are accused of using 
an invalid credit card to de¬ 
fraud San Ysidro Ranch in 
Montecito of more than 
$ 10 , 000 . 

Their attorney, Robert 
Sanger, did not immediate¬ 
ly return a call seeking 
comment. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


IN THEATRES CHRISTMAS DAY 


A PAIR OF A RUN OF 
ENGAGEMENT PASSES TO SEE 

THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS 


Chipmunks sequel 
lacks soul, story 


On realJersey shore, everyone's a critic 


singing high-pitched pop 
music. 

I suppose they’re intend¬ 
ed to be adorable but 
there’s something slightly 
troubling about seeing 
scantily-clad cartoon 
characters mimic the i 
booty-shaking moves of’ 1 
Beyonce’s Single Ladies. % 
What’s next for toddlers’ r, 
entertainment? Minnie 
Mouse 
krump- 
ing to 
My 


Alvin & The Chipmunks: The Squeakquel picks up where the original movie left off. 


Police give 
Wood assault 
warning 


phers crooning contempo¬ 
rary hits in an irritating 
high-pitch may initially 
excite a few pre-pubes- 
cents but parents be 
warned — as you search 
your purse for earplugs, 
even the little one may dis¬ 
appear out of sheer rest¬ 
lessness and boredom. 


PEOPLE A 

spokesman 
for Rolling 
Stones gui¬ 
tarist 
Ronnie 
Wood says 
he has been 
given a for- Wood 
mal 

warning for assault. 

David Rigg said police 
gave Wood the formal 
warning or caution yester¬ 
day after he was arrested 
earlier this month for as¬ 
sault near his home in Es¬ 
her in southern England. 

Wood divorced last 
month. His marriage col¬ 
lapsed after he started dat¬ 
ing a young Russian 
woman. A caution is a for¬ 
mal warning given by po¬ 
lice. It is not a criminal 
conviction but police will 
keep a record of it for five 
years. Wood said in a state¬ 
ment that he is “greatly re¬ 
lieved this matter is 
resolved.” 

When asked about 
Wood, Surrey Police said 
that a 62-year-old man had 
been cautioned over a do¬ 
mestic incident. 


Humps? What this film is 
really missing 

though is a story: 
Merely spinning 
the gimmick of 
a group of go- 


metre 


No purchase necessary. Enter daily for more chances to win. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents 
of Quebec. Contest closes December 27, 2009 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. For full 
contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


Entertainment in brief 


TV HBO says Ricky Gervais will 
be a star voice in a 13-episode 
animated comedy series early 
next year. The cable network 
said yesterday that The Ricky 
Gervais Show will be based on 
his wildly popular podcasts. 
Voices will include Gervais, 
longtime collaborator Stephen 
Merchant and their friend Karl 
Pilkington. Pilkington's 
musings often inspire the se¬ 
ries' offbeat storylines. 


BROADWAY Megan Mullally 
will return to Broadway in the 
Roundabout Theatre Company 
revival of Lips Together, Teeth 
Apart, Terrence McNally's com¬ 
edy about two married 
couples sharing a Fourth of Ju¬ 
ly weekend at a Fire Island 
beach house. Patton Oswalt is 
also in the cast, the production 
will open April 29 at the Ameri¬ 
can Airlines Theatre. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


On MTV’s reality 
television show Jersey 
Shore, the Beachcomber 
Bar is a place where the 
clothes are skimpy and 
punches can fly. 

But there’s another reali¬ 
ty in the resort town Sea¬ 
side Heights, which is both 
a setting and a state of 
mind on the show about 
eight buff, tanned twenty- 
somethings and the havoc 
they create while living to¬ 
gether for a month in a 
posh home. 


As the show airs this 
month and next, the town 
of some 3,100 year-round 
residents is hushed. Most 
of the boardwalk business¬ 
es are closed. Only a few 
fishermen and some beach 
rehabilitation workers are 
out. The Ferris wheel and 
carnival games are shut¬ 
tered. 

And the people who are 
around this time of year 
say this just isn’t the same 
place as the one on the 
show, which was filmed in 


the summer when the 
town’s population grows 
tenfold with families at the 
beach by day and a some¬ 
times wild club scene by 
night. 

Just as one group of Ital- 
ian-Americans has protest¬ 
ed, claiming the show 
gives them a bad name, 
many locals think it 
smears the community. 

“You’re trying to create a 
family town, and you got a 
bunch of kids acting very 
rude, and it doesn’t create 


a good image,” said John 
LaStalla, a 44-year-old na¬ 
tive and municipal worker. 

The stars, mostly Italian- 
Americans with only one 
from New Jersey, dance, 
pump iron and party — a 
lot. They work in a T-shirt 
shop — a little. And their 
specialty is drama, whether 
it involves each other, the 
people they meet, 
boyfriends from home or 
moms. Though unscripted, 
there are echoes of sitcoms. 
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Ellen and Portia top favourite celeb couples list 

Ellen DeGeneres and Portia de Rossi have a lot of fans. In a popeater.com poll asking who was the 
favorite celebrity couple of the year, the talk show host and actress took the top honour, popeater.com 


Celebrity Buzz 


Murphy’s death 
’destroyed’ husband 



more details emerge Brit¬ 
tany Murphy’s death has 
“destroyed” her husband, 
femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The late Clueless actress’ 
spouse, British screen¬ 
writer Simon Monjaclc, has 
spoken out about his 
beloved wife — who died 
of a cardiac arrest at her 
Los Angeles home aged 
just 32 on Sunday — and 
his devastation at her pass¬ 
ing. 

He said on Monday that, 
“My world was destroyed 
yesterday.” 

Monjaclc also revealed 
life had been normal for 
the pair until she was 
found collapsed in the 
shower surrounded by 
her own vomit, al¬ 
though Brittany had 
been suffering from a 
sore throat recently. 

Recalling how her life¬ 
less body was discovered, 
he explained to Access Hol¬ 


lywood: “Her mother 

Sharon went into the bath¬ 
room because she had 
been in there a long time. 
Her mom screamed for me 
and I ran. Then I called 
911. 

“She had laiyngitis. She 
had been 
tired at 
the 
end 
of 
the 


year. She had made a cou¬ 
ple of movies.” 

Monjaclc has also denied 
rumours Brittany had been 
mixing with “controlling” 
people. 

He explained: “I don’t 
know why anyone would 
think that. She found love. 
We found love. Brittany 
didn’t get to where Brit¬ 
tany was with anyone con¬ 
trolling her — Brittany was 
Brittany.” 

In related news, Los An¬ 
geles coroner’s officials are 
looking into how details of 
an investigator’s report on 
Brittany Murphy’s death 
were leaked to TMZ. 
Assistant Chief 
Coroner Ed Winter 
says he doesn’t know 
how the website ap¬ 
parently obtained 
the confidential re¬ 
port. 
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& WINNER! \t. 

Mr WASHINGTON DC AREA FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION 

f BEST FILM 1 

BEST George BEST 

ACTOR Clooney SCREENPLAY ADAPTED 

“TH E MOVIE OF THE YEAR, 

TE E MOVIE OF THE MOMENT.” 

# WINNER! BEST PICTURE 


★ ★★★ 

£ USA TODAY 


★★★★ 


★★★★ 

Us 


1 Jticlpftilabdpfiia Inquirer 
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George Clooney 

UP IN THE AIR 

From the Director of “Juno” 


TheUplnTheAirMovie.com 


NOW PLAYING IN THEATRES EVERYWHERE! 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY 
FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES 


Portman grateful Baldwin 

to be an only child? dls |j es on 

' nude seer 





nude scene. 


Celebrity tweets 

Josh Groban doesn’t want to 
procrastinate alone, Lady 
Gaga is worried about the 
revellers at her show, Katy 
Perry drives a 
stake 

through the 
vampire 
rumours, and 
Russell Brand is going mad 
with power. 

* Qjoshgroban Anyone else 
saving Christmas shopping 
for 4 pm on thurs? 

• Qladygaga on a scale of 1 
to 10 exactly HOW intoxicat¬ 
ed are you in the crowd. 


HOW DO YOU KNOW THEY 
WOULDN’T HAVE BEEN THE 
TALENTED ONES, NAT? Natalie 
Portman doesn’t believe 
she would have become an 
actress if she’d had broth¬ 
ers or sisters. The star is 
an only child and 
doesn’t believe her par¬ 
ents would have been 
able to devote so 
much time to her and 
take her to all her au¬ 
ditions if she’d had sib¬ 
lings, female- 

first.co.uk reports. 

“I had the sole at¬ 
tention of my par¬ 
ents. And you know 
what? If I had had 


brothers or sisters I would 
have never become an ac¬ 
tress,” she said. “My 
mother has ac¬ 
companied me 
to every audi¬ 
tion and every 
acting class. 
With more 
children that 
would have nev¬ 
er been possible. 
They would 
have been 
ealous of 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVIC¬ 
ES 


GERIATRIC NUDITY: IT’S COM¬ 
PLICATED Alec Baldwin was 
fine with going nude for 
his new film, It’s Compli¬ 
cated, even if his co-star, 
Meryl Streep, didn’t have 
to. 

“Well, the director is a 
woman, and she wants to 
protect her leading lady,” 
Baldwin tells USA Today. 
“The men are just toys to 
her. I was like a little Ken 
doll — a 51-year-old Ken 
doll.” However, Baldwin 
did draw the line some¬ 
where: The 30 Rock star re¬ 
portedly insisted on a “butt 
double” for his 


Splitsville for Hills 
star Jenner, girlfriend 


LADIES, TRY TO CONTAIN 

yourselves Another couple 
from The Hills is reality-TV 
history. Brody Jenner and 
Playboy model Jayde 
Nicole have broken 
up after about 15 
months together, a 
source close to Jen¬ 
ner confirms to us 
magazine.com. 

Nicole, 

23, hinted 
at the 
split on 
her 

Twitter 
account 
earlier 
in the 


month with a wistful en¬ 
try: “‘Sometimes when 
you truly love someone 
you have to let them 
go.’I never really un¬ 

derstood that quote 
until now.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Is Tiger looking to 
mend image on SNL? 



MEANWHILE, HE’S ON A BOAT 

Tiger Woods may be view¬ 
ing a surprise appearance 
on Saturday Night Live as 
the best way to mend his 
image, according to 
MSNBC. “He’s a little in¬ 
credulous at the way he’s 
being judged,” a source 
says. “He thinks his golf 
game should be all people 
care about. If he went on 
SNL it would definite¬ 
ly change the con¬ 
versation.” Mean¬ 
while, his yacht, 

Privacy, has 
set sail, possi¬ 
bly with 
Woods on it. 

“Tiger’s boat 
Privacy has 
been docked at 


Old Port Cove in North 
Palm Beach for more than 
a week,” a source tells Peo¬ 
ple magazine. “On Satur¬ 
day morning, after stock- 
up on provi¬ 
sions from 

Costco, the 
boat left 
town.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
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PLEASE don't faint in crowd 
tonight little monsters, it 
distracts me :) 

• Okatyperry Read a bunch 
of yesterdays-news- 
BULLOCKS. Ppl should know 
by now that I don't do vam¬ 
pires, but I do, DO 
Orustyrockets. Don't get it 
TWISTED! 

• @ rusty rockets I just read 
that my tweets are the 3rd 
most influential in Britain. I 
will only use this power for 
good. Now send photos of 
your sex organs.. 
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Today 

Rain and snow 


2°/ -4° 


Thursday 

Rain or snow 

Jr", 

1 / -4 


Friday 

Flurries 


IV -3° 



entertainment 31 


For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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ACROSS 


ACROSS 
1 Massachusetts 
cape 
4 Eager 

8 React in horror 

12 Lawyers’ org. 

13 Baseball team 

14 Church 
section 

15 Part of H.R.H., 
at times 

16 “The Clue in 
the Crossword Ci¬ 
pher” solver 

18 Asian leader 
who inspired a 
jacket style 

20 Small barrel 

21 “Oh, woe!” 

24 Antitoxin 
28 Tapped 

32 Ripped 

33 Tatter 

34 Binge 

36 Past 

37 Bit for Fermi 
39 Patron of 
Scotland 

41 Foundation 

43 Not pizzicato 

44 Slight applica¬ 


tion 

46 Friars Club 
honor 

50 “The Price Is 
Right” host 

55 Scrooge’s cry 

56 Tittle 

57 Unmacho 
type 

58 Work with 

59 Vacillate 

60 Lummox 

61 “Honor — fa¬ 
ther ...” 


DOWN 


1 Songwriter 
Sammy 

2 Theater trophy 

3 Morse’s T 

4 Ring 

5 By way of 

6 Hostel 

7 Ship’s floor 

8 Thingie 

9 Springtime ab- 
br. 

10 Away from 
NNW 

11 Church perch 
17 “Absolutely” 
19 Uncooked 


22 iPhone down¬ 
loads 

23 In a way, 
slangily 

25 Bellow 

26 Incite 

27 Cat call 

28 Hardly color¬ 
ful 

29 —tat-tat 

30 Hollywood 
dashers 

31 Approach 

35 Put into code 
38 Carnival area 
40 Scooby- — 

42 Pouch 
45 Cry loudly 

47 Touch 

48 Obi or 
cummerbund 

49 Yon folks 

50 Insult 

51 Tier 

52 Greek vowel 

53 “Flying Down 
to —” 

54 Ostrich’s 
cousin 



AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Metro Recipe of the Day 



Pan-fried Chicken 
with Mushrooms 
and Blueberries 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 tbsp (15 ml) all-purpose 
flour 

4 skinless chicken breast 
fillets 

2 tbsp (25 ml) olive oil 

3 strips bacon, chopped 
1/2 lb (250 g) chestnut 
mushrooms, sliced 

1 tbsp (15 ml) Dijon mus¬ 
tard 

7 oz (200 g) blueberries 
Juice of 1/2 lemon 
3 tbsp (45 ml) finely 
chopped fresh parsley 

METHOD: 

1. Put flour into shallow 
dish and season well, then 
spread out. Add chicken 
breasts and turn to coat. 
Shake off excess. 

2. Heat oil in hying pan 
over medium-high heat. 
Add chicken, reduce heat 
to medium and cook until 
well browned underneath. 
Turn over to brown other 


side. Pierce middle of one 
breast with point of knife 
to check that meat is no 
longer pink. 

3. Transfer chicken to serv¬ 
ing dish. Add bacon to pan 
and cook, stirring, until 
cooked and fat runs out. 
Add mushrooms and con¬ 
tinue to cook over fairly 
high heat, stirring, 2 min¬ 
utes. 

4. Add mustard to pan and 
stir with mushrooms and 
bacon. Gently stir in blue¬ 
berries. Add lemon juice, 
stir and immediately 
remove pan from heat. 

5. Sprinkle in parsley, 
then spoon mushrooms 
and blueberries over 
chicken and serve. 

SERVES 4 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 1 
go to rd.ca or check 1 
out Key Ingredients 1 
in this month's 1 

Reader's Digest, on 1 
newsstands now! 1 



Horoscopes by Sally Brompton sallybrompton.com For Sally's expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


ARIES /TN 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 \jy 

You may have bitten off a bit 
more than you can chew but 
there is no need to panic be¬ 
cause in a matter of days you 
will get your second wind. 

LIBRA /£\ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

What other people want is ir¬ 
relevant. It would appear that 
someone has been playing on 
your feelings to further their 
own position. 


TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 v£/ 

You may be tempted to put off 
finishing something that has 
begun to take up a lot of time 
but considering the effort, that 
would be a waste. 

SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Something that has caused you 
a great deal of mental and emo¬ 
tional anguish will resolve it¬ 
self to your satisfaction today. 


GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 vit/ 

It is of the utmost importance 
that you keep your thoughts 
positive, even though a num¬ 
ber of negative things appear 
to be happening in your life. 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 \*]/ 

You may not want to admit de¬ 
feat but it seems you have no 
choice in the matter. Push your 
ego to one side and don’t think 
it reflects badly on you. 


CANCER /T\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

A relationship that has been 
through a tough time of late 
will get easier for both of you 
when love planet Venus moves 
into your opposite sign. 

CAPRICORN /C\ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \J^/ 

If you focus your mind too in¬ 
tently in one particular direc¬ 
tion today you may miss out on 
something even more impor¬ 
tant, and enjoyable. 


LEO ^ 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

The problem you are grappling 
with has a simple solution but 
you seem unable to see it be¬ 
cause you have convinced your¬ 
self that there isn’t one. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Cosmic activity in the most 
sensitive area of your chart is 
making you feel vulnerable at 
the moment but there is no 
need to fear the worst. 


VIRGO <c\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

Cut back on your commit¬ 
ments. Do fewer things for oth¬ 
er people. That might sound 
selfish but you have been giv¬ 
ing too much of yourself. 

PISCES /w\ 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Someone will say something 
less than friendly to you or 
about you today and you won’t 
be too happy about it. 


This day in history 


1954: The first human kidney transplant is performed by Dr. 

Joseph E. Murray at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston, Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

1970: The North Tower of the World Trade Center in Manhattan, 

New York City is topped out at 1,368 feet (417 m), making it the 
tallest building in the world. 

1972: The 16 survivors of the Andes flight disaster are rescued af¬ 
ter 73 days, having survived by cannibalism. 

1986: Voyager, piloted by Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager, lands at Ed¬ 
wards Air Force Base in California becoming the first aircraft to fly 
non-stop around the world. 

CLICK TO THE BEAT. 

Get the latest in what's happening on the music scene, 

CD Reviews and more...visit metr$^ews.ca/music 
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SLT Plus Decor Group 
HEMI 5.7L 
Power Windows, 
Power Door Locks 
Remote Start 
Trailer Tow Package 
U-Connect Hands Free 
Communication 


AVAILABLE 
WITH DVD 




2010 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SLT 4x4 


SE PLUS INCLUDES 

• Leather Wrapped Steering Wheel with Audio Controls 

• 2nd Row Power Windows, Power Quarter Vent Windows 

• Leather Shift Knob 

• 7 Passenger Seating with Full Stow 'N' Go 

• Power Windows and Power Mirrors 
•34MPG 


SRP $32,490 


now $23,977/ $177* Bi-Weekly 

^ <» ♦ » 

02- 

17” Snow Tires FREE with every new 
2010 Grand Caravan SE Plus 


Power Windows, 
Power Door Locks 
Remote Start 
Keyless Entry 
5.7LHEMI 

390 HP407lbs-fttorque 
Trailer Tow Package 
U-Connect Hands Free 
Communication 


MSRP $42,095 


now $32,995/*$239® Bi*Weekl\S 


PLUS YOUR CHOICE^ 

With every new or used vehicle purchase. 
Details in show room. 


Our offers now include up to $1,500 in free payments plus up to $6,000 in Consumer Cash 
and purchase financing on virtually all our 2010 models. 


2010 DODGE JOURNEY SE 
Front Wheel Drive 

* 


2010 DODGE JOURNEY RT 
KAH Wheel Drive ■■jKI 


- 

Exterior Appearance Package , LUl J Ij • 7 Passenger SeatinyK' || FINANCING 

• 7 Passenger Seating INVARIABLE • Leather Heated Front Seats VjgAK* 

• Popular Equipment Group • Rear Backup Camera 

• U-Connect Hands Free • U-Connect Hands Free 

KK§W7 &0 W* EfrVAfestMte' K YsSSS 


2010 JEEP COMPASS 
4x4 5 Speed 


2010 JEEP PATRIOT 
4x4 5 Speed 




NOW $164* Bi-Weekly 


^ DARTMOUTH 

CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE 

7&6ere 'Heva Scotia (goatee to Save! 


469-9050 

WWW.DDODGE.COM 

•Prices exclude freight, taxes and fees. Payments based on 84 month term, 0 down. 2.25% variable 
prime rate. All rebates to dealer. Vehicles not exactly as shown. 





















































